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EDITORIALS 
Let The People Speak! 


All informed Presbyterians accept the principle 
of representative church government and agree 
that the Church Courts in their Order are author- 
ized to act for the people in matters specified in 
the church’s Constitution. This principle of church 
government presumes that the elected elders are 
— the church membership and not them- 
selves. 


To be specific, the members of the Presbyterian 
Church have no way of expressing their views on 
the vital issue of church union. When elders are 
elected, the question of church union is not re- 
motely in the mind of the congregation, and their 
personal views on this matter are not considered. 
When a pastor is called, church union is not an 
issue—except possibly in the thought of some 
Presbytery’s Committee on the Minister and His 
Work—and the minister may come from another 
denomination, as many have done. Yet any min- 
ister, as a member of the Presbytery, has the privi- 
lege of voting his personal convictions, while the 
members of the congregation, whose church is in- 
volved, have no opportunity even to express an 
opinion for the information of those who claim 
the right to represent them. 


It is possible, under the Constitution of the 
Presbyterian Church, for three-fourths of the 
Presbyteries to favor organic union with another 
church, and three-fourths of the people be opposed 
to it. This is possible because the ministers and 
elders, forming the Presbytery, were not elected 
on this issue and in most cases would be repre- 
senting their own views. According to Presby- 
terian law, a minister, whether he serve a church 
of fifty members or a church of two thousand 
members, represents himself in the Presbytery. A 
minister may be here today and gone tomorrow 
to another Church or to another denomination. 
A minister from another denomination can vote 
on this vital question at the same meeting he is 
received if he desires to do so. 


An elder in the Presbytery may vote with his 
pastor or against him, according to his individual 
opinion, but his vote may not truly represent the 
church, whose convictions have not been made 
known to him. In all fairness, the membership 
of the church should be permitted to make known 


their wishes when the future of their own church 
is at stake. It will be replied that the Book of 
Church Order does not provide for a referendum 
of congregational opinion in the matter of church 
relationships. But the Book of Order of the Pres. 
byterian Church does not forbid and no rule of 
the church would be violated by letting the people 
express their mind to their representatives on any 
vital matter. 


In discussing Presbyterian procedure very often 
reference is made to the Church of Scotland. At 
the last Assembly of that Church there was a case 
in point. A proposal to remove the ban on women 
in the eldership had been sent to the Presbyteries 
by the Assembly of 1944. A good majority of the 
Presbyteries approved, and it was expected that 
the overture would automatically be passed. But 
so important was this issue that the General As 
sembly postponed action for a year and sent the 
proposal again to the Presbyteries to ascertain 
the opinion of the Kirk Sessions and Congregations. 


If the two parties to the Union debate really 
want to do what the people want, as they 9% 
earnestly profess, they will unite in inviting a full 
discussion by the officers and members of the 
churches of the General Assembly. Very recently 
it was urgently recommended by some in high 
places in the Southern Presbyterian Church that 
the United Nations Charter for World Peace be 
discussed by the churches. Some even proposed 
that a matter of such great importance should be 
presented from the pulpit at the Sunday Morning 
Worship Service. Yea, more, it was urged that the 
will of the people on the adoption of this Worl 
Charter should be made known to their repre 
sentatives in Congress! 


Is a matter involving the very life of thei 
church not to be considered by those whose Church 
it is? Let the people speak and may the ministels 
and elders in the Courts of the Church hear thei 
voices! —J.M.W. 


On Him 


In the old world debts are written on part 
ment and nailed up in the public square. A frien 
can fold the parchment and write his name on tle 
blank side and assume the debt. 


In France there is a great book which recor 
the taxes of every town. The page headed Dom 
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remy is marked at the bottom, “This village, Free 
For The Maid’s Sake.” 


We think with quietness and unlimited grati- 
tude that “He was wounded for our transgres- 
sions, He was bruised for our iniquities: The 
chastisement of our peace was upon Him, and with 
His stripes we are healed . . . The Lord hath laid 
On Him the iniquity of us all.” Our own debt 

rchment there is signed on the blank side, thus 
assuming our debt, our debt of sin; that name 
which is above every name and which the Father 
will always honor. 


As Domremy was Free For The Maid’s Sake; 
so we are free For The Son’s Sake; for “the blood 
of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin.” 


Shall we therefore in this wonderful security 
become complacent and forget whence we have 
been lifted, and by whom and at what cost and 
why? God forbid! “Love so amazing so divine 
demands my soul, my life, my all.” 


Let’s see that He gets it, gladly and fully given 
by us. The time is short and the obligation clear 
and great. — S&S. McPh. G. 


Segregation, Conformation 
And Separation 


A Church segregated from the world is a use- 
les Church. A Church conformed to the world is 
a stumbling-block and a mockery. A Church 
separated from the world is a powerful Church. 


The individual Christian who tries to be segre- 
gated from the world will have little influence 
on his fellow men. The Christian who conforms 
his life and practices to the world around him will 
find that his influence is away from, rather then 
to the Christianity he professes. The Christian 
who lives “in but not of” the world is in a position 
to demonstrate the transforming power of Christ 
in the heart and to commend Him to others. 


_A Christian should be the most joyous person 
in the world and the source of that joy comes 
from the in-dwelling Christ. One can but question 
the depth of Christian experience which fails to 
appreciate the fact that salvation means eternal 
life; deliverance from the certainty of eternal 
damnation. 


The joy of the world is an entirely different 

thing and depends for attainment on the lust of 
the flesh, the lust of the eyes or the pride of life. 
The world-conforming Christian, if he is honest, 
Will have to admit that many of his pleasures 
come from things which harm. The separated 
bristian will find his recreations in the multi- 
tudinous games and sports of home and field 
which build mind or body without recourse to 
hurtful desires or practices. 


Liberal theology only too often promotes, or 
at least condones worldly conformity. Conserva- 
tive Christians have too often sought to lead a 
Segregated life. We can but feel that the ideal 
Which Christ has set before us is one of separa- 
tion from every practice which may harm the 

y, soul or spirit while at the same time loving 
men and their eternal souls with a love so in- 
sistent and compelling that they too will love the 

viour who has saved us. Conforming to their 
standards will but lower their opinion of us and 
the Christ we profess. —L.N.B. 





Leadership Or Service? 


We are just issuing from a terrible war which 
resulted from the definite acceptance by the Axis 
powers of the Leadership Principle. The Italians 
accepted Mussolini as Il Duce, and the Germans 
accepted Hitler as Der Fuehrer. And these leaders 
led Europe a devil’s dance. 


I am wondering if we have not all thoughtlessly 
and heedlessly taken up the Leadership Principle 
in the Church. This is not a charge, it is a con- 
fession. In the long run words carry with them 
ideas and lodge them in our minds and hearts. The 
Presbyterian Church of Old Scotland spoke of all 
her officers collectively as ministers. They were 
all chosen for ministering, for service. I am afraid 
that we have allowed this glorious thought to be 
somewhat supplanted by the leadership principle. 
And when everyone is trained to seek leadership 
the mission superintendents call in vain for men 
and the presbyteries see their home _ mission 
churches folding up. 


Which is the more Christian term leadership 
or service? The Twelve frequently argued for po- 
sitions of leadership, but the Saviour called unto 
them and said: “Ye know that the rulers (leaders) 
of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great 
ones (“big shots’’) exercise authority over them. 
Not so shall it be among you: but whosoever 
would become great among you shall be your min- 
ister, and whosoever would be first among you 
shall be your bondservant: even as the Son of Man 
came not to be ministered unto, but to minister 
and to give His life a ransom in stead of many.” 
Before Saul was converted he advanced as Leader 
in the Jewish religion above many of his own age; 
yea he secured letters from the chief priest and 
went to Damascus breathing out threatenings and 
slaughter in true Fuehrer fashion. But after he 
became a Christian Paul preached not himself, but 
Christ Jesus as Lord and himself as “your servant 
for Jesus’ sake.” —Wnm. C. R. 








—~>_—~»2a>__>— 
—_ — 


Communism—A Religion 


While Communism claims the legal status of a 
political party it will be exceedingly wise if Chris- 
tians recognize the fact that it is more than a 
political party; it is a system of concepts which 
run far deeper than the variations of ideology 
found in the political realm. Communism is a re- 
ligion. 


Christianity recognizes the dignity of man and 
in that recognition gives him freedom. Communism 
exalts the State and denies freedom of man. 
Christianity emancipates the mind of man and en- 
ables him to think. Communism arrogates to the 
State the right to think for the individual. Chris- 
tianity brings man to God through His Son, Jesus 
Christ. Communism defies God and glorifies the 
created rather than the Creator. Christianity 
makes men free. Communism makes men slaves. 


Francis Bundez, until recently managing editor 
of the “Daily Worker,” the Communist paper pub- 
lished in New York, has within the last few weeks 
renounced Communism and rejoined the Catholic 
Church. In doing so he stated, “Communism, I 
have found, aims to establish a tyrrany over the 
human spirit; it is in unending conflict with re- 
ligion and true freedom.” 


In our desire to see the material condition of 
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man improved let us never forget that “There is a 
way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end 
thereof are the ways of death.” 


Christianity does not condemn Capitalism; it 
condemns the capitalist who keeps back from the 
laborer his just wages. 


Christianity does not condemn Labor; it con- 
demns the laborer who defrauds the one for whom 
he works through the unfaithful execution of the 
work expected of him. 


Christianity offers the only solution to both 
of these problems. The man who is born again, 
whether he hires or is hired, will be a faithful 
steward of his responsibilities. But, when a man 
espouses Communism he must renounce Chris- 
tianity. One cannot serve God and mammon. 


“Thus saith the Lord the King of Israel, and his 
redeemer the Lord of hosts; I am the first, and 
I am the last; and beside me there is no God.” 


No Answer 


The proponents of organic union with the 
Northern Church have found it impossible to 
answer the statement that union would mean the 
absorption of our Church into an organization 
many times its size. The proposed regional Synods 
will in no way change this fact. Nor would the 
probability that the first moderator of the new 
Church would be chosen from our Church, (ar- 
ranged by the powers that be), help the situation. 


At present the Southern Presbyterian Church 
has a testimony out of all proportion to her size. 
Conservative men in the Northern Church see the 
inevitable loss of this witness in the proposed 
union. 


The second unanswered question is this. Which 
gives the greatest witness to a lost world, a great 
united Church which effected union at the ex- 
pense of doctrinal integrity, or a smaller Church 
which stands loyally to the clear teachings of the 
Bible on certain Christian doctrines? 


Finally, the Northern Church accepts the doc- 
trinal inclusiveness and evasiveness of the Auburn 
Affirmation as satisfactory. Why not state in the 
proposed plan of Union that we are willing to ac- 
cept this heretical position; or, state honestly that 
until these things are cleared up the next move 
must come from our Northern brethren? 

These questions must be answered.—L.N.B. 


“Come Out Of Them!” 
By David DeForest Burrell, D.D. 


Dr. A. L. Warnshuis, reporting to his Lutheran 
brethren on his visit to Europe late in 1944 said 
that he had been “with people who have been 
living in a world governed by demonic powers.” 
A little later, the newly consecrated Archbishop 
of Canterbury said, ‘“‘There is now a whole demon- 
ridden world to be re-ordered.” This is the true 
Christian point of view. It is inconceivable that 
the spectacle of indescribable pride, greed, cruelty 
and hatred which we have witnessed could be due 
to merely human agencies. This fiendish clever- 
ness, this devilish plan, this satanic hatred of 
goodness and truth—all of this, so highly and 
shrewdly organized, must be of the devil. “Our 
wrestling is not against flesh and _ blood, but 
against principalities, against the powers, against 
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the world-rulers of this darkness, agai 

spiritual hosts of wickedness in ‘ee eee 
places.” Not until our statesmen and politician 
realize this can our campaign begin to achieve 
true success. The only cure for demon possession 
is the voice of Christ crying, with authorit 
“Come out of them!” —The Presbyterian, 


———(jJ»3+r sea a ___ 
Church Union Versus 
Church Unity 
By Bishop William Culbertson, D.D. 


Much is being written and spoken on the sub. 
ject of Church Union. With the turn of the century 
there was heard the prophetic voice of certain 
preachers calling for union. For the most part this 
call was joined with that of a plea for a more 
practical application of the principles of Christi. 
anity to the social problems of the world. Both 
these emphases, within the bounds of the teach. 
ing of the New Testament, are right and proper, 
Two things must be said against the movement, 
however: first, its advocates for the most part re. 
moved themselves from the ancient landmarks 
of Christian doctrine; second, its leaders, it seems 
to us, made certain erroneous conclusions from 
the selected portions of the Bible which they ac. 
cepted. For example, it is generally conceded that 
the proponents of Church union are largely from 
the ranks of modernism today; further, they seem 
to be far more interested in union than in unity, 


We are not persuaded that denominational 
differences are altogether evil. Since men differ 
temperamentally, it is to be expected that there 
will be differences in modes of worship. Since— 
at least in the democratic countries—men priz 
their liberty and freedom of thought, it is to be 
expected that there will be differences of inter- 
pretation—even amongst believers (for we have 
not been perfected as yet). It seems to us that 
the great divisions of Protestantism recognize and 
allow these differences. Of course, and it would 
be foolish not to recognize, denominationalism that 
results in bitterness, malice, and rancor is wrong. 
There is a unity of the Spirit (Ephesians 4:3); 
and, we are persuaded, this unity is far more in- 
portant than a union made by men, even good 
men. 


It seems to us that much of present day union 
(we refer to the union of all Churches, not to 
the union of two denominations) has at its base 4 
very small common denominator. Of course, the 
liberal is willing for union; he cares not how 
little a man believes. If the course of denom: 
nations is toward liberalism, we can expect union 
quickly—for they have less and less to separate 
them. But let us not be deceived; the unity of 
the Spirit never’ forfeits fundamental doctrine. 


As evangelicals we have interest in all move 
ments for union that do not sacrifice the doctrines 
of our Church and which protect our right t 
worship our blessed Lord in the manner which we 
have found helpful (reserving the same right for 
other evangelicals who may differ with us). But 
it seems to us that we should be far more interest 
ed in preserving the unity of the Spirit, and tha 
unity is lost when our Lord’s deity is rejected, 
when His blood is spurned, when His resurrectiol 
is denied. No, inclusivism is not the answer. Better 
maintain doctrinal purity with a friendly hané 
toward all who truly believe than to be swallow 
up in a large organization that suffers all shades 
of doctrinal unbelief. —Episcopal Recorder. 
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A Meditation On Heaven 


By Rev. Carl W. McMurray, Ph.D.* 


The people of God have always been aware of 
the incompleteness and insufficiency of the pres- 
ent life. The sophisticated may depreciate all talk 
about heaven and call it the nonsense of the 
escapist, but ultimately in every life there are 
moods and experiences which lead to thoughts of 
the world to come, and often the most compelling 
thoughts about heaven emerge when our con- 
cern is not with ourselves but with those who are 
near and dear to us. The light of God’s word is 
sufficient to satisfy our souls and to beget in us 
a desire to go to heaven. Therefore, let us medi- 
tate upon some of the things revealed concerning 
our heavenly home. 


The Symbolic Descriptions 


The Bible describes heaven in wonderful lan- 
guage. Some of the descriptions are very vivid, 
as for example, the words of Jesus when He spake 
of the “many mansions” of the Father’s house. 
The most graphic descriptions are found in the 
book of Revelation where we read of the street of 
gold, the gates of pearl, the jasper walls, the rain- 
bow circling the throne of God, and the white- 
robed multitudes with palms in their hands. It is 
quite clear from these descriptions in John’s 
visions that our heavenly home is not of earthly 
materials. The gates of pearl are not of the earth, 
for each gate is of one single pearl, and earth does 
not produce such immense pearls. The gold of 
heaven’s street was not mined in the earth, for 
the gold of John’s vision is transparent, and no 
one has ever seen transparent gold in the earth. 
The rainbow around the throne of God is quite 
different from the rainbow often seen on the 
storm-clouds of earth, for according to John’s 
vision it is like unto an emerald. Who has ever 
seen a green rainbow in the earth? What then is 
the significance of these descriptions of heaven? 
They are surely symbolic, but that does not lessen 
the reality of the thing symbolized. By all the laws 
of symbolic representation, we know that the 
reality is greater than the symbol; and there- 
fore, we know that the grandeur of heaven is not 
& vague unreality but even more real and wonder- 
= than earth’s most beautiful and _ treasured 

ings. 


_We rejoice that some of the Biblical descrip- 
tions of heaven are interpreted for us. What are 
the white robes? The Bible makes it plain that 
our heavenly dress is the perfect righteousness 
of the One who loved us and gave Himself for us. 
The saints of heaven wear garments of a pattern 
hever wrought by mortal hands nor were they 
purchased by any merit of our own. The white 
tobes as seen in heaven have an amazing history, 
or they were first possessed by the saints on 
earth through faith; and though they incurred 
dark stain in the earthly strife and toil, yet they 
were washed and made white in the blood of the 

b. The palms possessed by the white-robed 
multitudes are symbolic of triumph. In heaven 
We shall enter into the full joy of being more 
than conquerors through Christ, and we shall 
hevermore taste defeat or failure which darkens 


ife on earth, but we shall ever live in perfect 
Victory, 


erme of the symbols are too wonderful for us, 
ut like the bottomless blue of the sky they com- 


fort and inspire us. The gates of pearl, like the 
stars in the night sky, are more than ornamental 
in significance. We know that the pearls of earth 
were wrought through the suffering of the oyster. 
Likewise, according to the gospel, the heavenly 
gates of pearl were wrought through the suffering 
of Christ on the cross, and our entrance into 
heaven is through gates fashioned by the nail- 
pierced hands. The transparent walls of jasper 
inspire a song in the hearts of those who long for 
a secure refuge without unfavorable restriction 
and impediment. Thank God, the jasper walls do 
not make a prison, for the heavenly jasper is clear 
as crystal and the walls become an encircling win- 
dow. If I do not know all that is meant by the 
street of transparent gold, I can rest in the faith 
of the colored man who was asked whether he 
thought there would be enough gold available to 
pave all the streets of heaven. With unmatched 
wisdom and faith, he replied that since God made 
all the earth out of nothing and made a little gold 
in it, there is no need to doubt God’s ability to 
make enough gold to pave all the broad highways 
of heaven and have some gold left over. That 
in sound reason and blessed faith! Surely, in the 
symbolism of the streets of transparent gold there 
is reality, and upon those blessed avenues of 
heavenly gold we shall promenade in the full en- 
joyment of our promised heritage. 


It is well known that the name of heaven is 
symbolic. Why is it called “heaven”? Go out to- 
night and look at the vast and multitudinous glory 
of the starry sky, and behold the symbol which 
is enshrined in the name descriptive of our 
spacious heavenly home. In this night vision, you 
will appreciate anew the wondrous words of Jesus: 
“In My Father’s house are many mansions.” 


The Samples Of Heaven 


The word of God introduces us to some blessed 
samples of heaven. Occasionally, one of those 
strange visitors from space, known as meteors, 
lands on our earth and affords us a sample of 
regions beyond our earthly realm. From such speci- 
mens we come to know the substance of things 
that float about in outer space. Are there any 
samples of our heavenly home that have come 
down to us? The great emphasis of the Bible is 
upon the fact that Jesus came down from heaven. 
This is part of the sweet joy of Christmas known 
to every little child. John says: “In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God . .. and the Word became 
flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld His 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the 
Father, full of grace and truth.” If you want to 
know what heaven is like, look at Jesus who came 
down from heaven. It would take days to tell all 
we know about heaven after having looked at 
Jesus. We learn that heaven is a place of blessed 
personality—a place rich in love, wisdom, 
righteousness, and glory. 


Another sample from heaven is the voice of 
God speaking wondrously in the Holy Scriptures. 
This word of God came to us from heaven. I know 
some may read it without discerning whence it 
came, but if you read it in faith and prayer the 
heavens will be opened and you will know it is 
the voice of God from heaven. What is heaven 
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like? The inspired Book is a manifold sample which 
gives us a foretaste of the exceeding riches of 
heaven. Surely, heaven is a place of blessed light 
and love where rapturous music is heard and the 
— beauty of truth and righteousness is re- 
vealed. 


The Holy Spirit also came from heaven and He 
is given to us. The apostle Paul spoke of the Holy 
Spirit as the “earnest” of our heavenly in- 
heritance. He means that in the gift of the Holy 
Spirit we have already received a down payment 
of the promised blessedness we are to know in 
heaven. The joy of the Holy Spirit, the communion 
and fellowship of the Holy Spirit, is a foretaste 
of the riches of heaven. Doubtless, there have 
been times when you were anxious, distracted, 
and baffled; even times when you were over- 
whelmed with circumstances or with personal 
wretchedness. Then something happened which 
partook of the nature of a miracle as the Spirit of 
God filled your being with the redemptive sweet- 
ness of the wondrous gospel of Jesus Christ. Into 
your soul came peace and joy and assurance in 
great reality beyond description, and you were en- 
abled to face life with new strength. Perhaps you 
have faced some task too great for you, and have 
felt that you could not possibly meet the obli- 
gations and responsibilities of the hour, and then 
in prayer there came upon you a visitation from 
heaven giving you light and courage and strength. 
Such experiences are a foretaste of heaven min- 
istered to us by the Holy Spirit. In one of our 
Lord’s most blessed promises, He offers to give us 
a foretaste of heaven. He says: “If a man love 
Me, he will keep My words: and My Father will 
love him, and We will come unto him, and make 
Our abode with him.” What is heaven like? The 
saints of earth know it is wonderful beyond utter- 
ance, for they have experienced a little bit of 
heaven in fellowship with the Father and the Son 
through the Word and the Spirit. 


The Story Of Who Is There 


The Bible reveals heaven to us in the story of 
who is there. The most interesting feature of any 
place is its inhabitants. What is it that makes a 
place attractive? The personalities there! In a 
geography class the teacher asked her pupils what 
special place in the world they would like to visit 
above all other places. In most of the replies, pre- 
ference was expressed for the far-away places full 
of historical] romance, such as Egypt and Jerusa- 
lem. However, one little girl said she would like 
to go to a certain nearby village which she men- 
tioned by name. The class laughed because the 
place was only a cross-roads with a store and a 
post office. The teacher asked why she would 
especially like to go there. The little girl replied, 
“That’s where my grandpa lives.” That little child 
a the real secret of the attractiveness of any 
place. 


A doctor stood at the bedside of a dying man 
to whom he was ministering. The sick man looked 
up into the doctor’s face and said: “Tell me,— 
what is heaven like?” After a moment the doctor 
replied, ‘Do you hear that scratching at the door? 
It’s my dog. He has no idea what this room is like 
for he has never been inside, but he knows that 
I am in here and he wants to be where I am. I 
can’t tell you what heaven is like,’ continued the 
doctor, “but I know some persons there and I can 
tell you about them.” Then he told the sick man 
about the Heavenly Father, the blessed Saviour, 
and the souls who are with Him there. The sick 
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man’s face was filled with light and assur 
the good doctor had unveiled to him the 
ness of heaven. 


ance, for 
blessed. 


When the disciples were gathered around Jesus 
on the last night before His departure, He told 
them of the spacious grandeur of the Father's 
house, and then He touched a sweeter chord and 
said: “. . . where I am, there ye may be also,” 
He said the same thing to the repentant thief on 
the cross,—‘‘Today thou shalt be with Me in para- 
dise.” He might have said, “Today you will enter 
into heavenly mansions,” but what He said was 
more satisfying,—‘“Thou shalt be with Me.” Ip 
His intercessory prayer when He prayed that His 
followers might have a place in glory, He ey. 
pressed it by saying: “Father, I will that they 
also whom thou hast given Me be with Me where 
I am.” Thus, we know that heaven is a place of 
wonderful fellowship with blessed persons. We 
shall be with the Lord Himself, the redeemed 
friends of earth, and the white-robed fellowship 
of the saints of all the ages. This is the sweetest 
and most satisfying thing that God has revealed 
to us about our heavenly home. Our greatest in- 
terest centers in who is there, but we are also in- 
spired by the Biblical testimony concerning the 
things and persons that are not there. Satan and 
sin are here in our earthly realm and that is the 
root of our sorrow, but the Bible tells us that 
such will be absent from heaven. No darkness, no 
sorrow, no tears, no doubts, and no evil thing or 
evil person will be found in heaven. It will be a 
redeemed and triumphant fellowship with the 
glorious Lord and a glorified multitude. 


The Way To Heaven 

The disciples were especially interested in the 
way to heaven. Thomas said: “Lord . . . how can 
we know the way?” That’s an important question 
which needs a divine revelation. Jesus replied: “I 
am the Way, the Truth, and the Life: no man 
cometh unto the Father but by Me.” How can one 
go to heaven? There is only one correct answer, 
and it is “Come to Jesus!’”? Jesus is the Way! If 
you come to Him, you cannot miss the way; but 
if you turn away from Jesus, you will never reach 
heaven; for in Him alone we have redemption 
through His blood, even the forgiveness of sins. 
Turn ye to the Christ, believe on Him, obey Him, 
trust Him, lean on Him, love Him, and serve Him; 
and you will find an abundant’ entrance _ into 
heaven. Jesus is holding out His nail-pierced hands 
to you in the gospel, and He pledges Himself in 
these words: “Him that cometh unto Me, I will 
in no wise cast out.” The beacon light of the gospel 
makes the way so very plain that no one need ever 
therein. If you really want to go to heaven, you 
will find the starting place in John three sixteen; 
and from there you will continue in the light of 
the entire Bible as you read it again and again. 


These Wonderful Days 


What about this hour in which we now live? 
Is it to be a time of idle waiting? Are all my pres 
ent days futile until I get to heaven? Let me 
tell you a story. During my boyhood, we went 
every Christmas to my grandmother’s house. For 
two or three weeks prior to Christmas we had the 
joy of getting ready to go, and the days took o 
new meaning because they were days of prepare 
tion for a great occasion. In like manner these 
days in which we live are made meaningful in the 
fact that we are getting ready for heaven. These 
are days of preparation! In these wonderful days 
we will wash our robes and make them white I 
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the blood of the Lamb. We will also help others 
to prepare for heaven, for this is not to be a 
solitary experience, but a great fellowship. We 
will inspire and help our own family and friends 
to be ready. We don’t know just when we are 
going, but we know we have no time to lose in 
getting ready. 


Sometimes we think we are living in the midst 
of terrible days, but truly they are blessed days; 
and if you are one of His you will make yourself 
ready. As John says: “He that hath this hope in 
Him purifieth himself.” There are many people 
who are not living in the blessed anticipation of 
heaven, and who are not preparing for heaven, 
but they are missing the wondrous meaning and 
the rich joy of these days. How could any day be 
dull or meaningless if it is spent in preparing for 
the glories of heaven? We ought to be as happy 
in this prospect as a little fellow in his joyful 
anticipation of Christmas, and then every duty be- 
comes a joy and every new dawn is a herald of the 
coming day of blessedness. How sweet is the light 
of this blessed hope! How glorious the journey of 
this life when our destination is a place prepared 
for us in the Father’s house where we shall be 
forever with Him who said: “I will come again, 
and receive you unto Myself: that where I am, 
ye may be also.” 


*Pastor of the First 


Presbyterian 
Marion, N. C. 


Church, 


— 
— 


THE WORD IS THE POWER 


A group of combat servicemen was astonished 
and disturbed to discover that their chaplain seem- 
ed unable to give the men what they wanted in 
the hour of crisis. He was a highly trained man, 
and excellent to live with. His sermons were 
thoughtful, his daily life lofty. His kindness was 
rich with understanding, but when the unit was 
in action and men were about to die, or were 
mortally stricken, he seemed to lack something. 
Chaplains less well equipped in certain ways, but 
who were deeply versed in the Scriptures (one of 
them reads the New Testament through every 
month and had read very little else in his life) 
were the men for the crucial hour, with a posi- 
tive message. The root difficulty seemed to one 
observer to be a lack of personal religious experi- 
ence, the glow of conviction and the daily depen- 
dence upon God and our Lord who died on Cal- 
vary’s Cross to save us sinful men. A traveler 
brought back word that perhaps there is some- 
thing in this to give the faculties of theological 
shools food for thought. There is across the 
world a decided drift away from the well organ- 
wed and highly cultivated and recognized denomi- 
nations and a growth of spiritual satisfaction in 
areas outside the formal bounds of long-existing 
religious groups. Is it not possible that one rea- 
son is the absence of this vividness of the sense 
of salvation on the part of too many otherwise 
highly proficient exponents of the recognized re- 
ligious Communions? —The Presbyterian. 





ti. 
—_ 


Spiritual Unity 
By B. W. Crouch* 
In recent articles appearing in certain papers 


by the proponents of organic union between the 
Northern and Southern Presbyterian churches, 





such statements as the following are often made: 


“Organic Union is the will of God.” “It is a 
god-minded movement.” “Fragmentation is a 
wound in the body of Christ,” et cetera. 


One, in reading such statements, is made to 
wonder when and how these writers plumbed the 
mind of God and found out these things! 


Another so-called argument favoring organic 
union is to be found in the oft quoted passage 
from John 17, where it is written: “That they all 
may be one.” How any one can so twist these 
words of the Master to even remotely refer to or- 
ganic union of the U.S.A. and U.S. churches is a 
mystery to my simple mind. One of the weak- 
nesses of the human mind is to have a pet theory 
and then fish out some passage of scripture and 
make of it an argument favoring that theory, no 
matter how absurd it may be! 


It is not a matter of WHAT they read but HOW 
== read it, what interpretation they put on the 
“ at * 


The absurdity of such twisting and interpre- 
tation of Scripture is apparent, except to those 
who are simple enough to fail to do any thinking 
for themselves. 


In the quotation above it is apparent that the 
Master had in mind Spiritual Unity, not organic 
union of any denominations. 


For two decades the changes were rung by some 
in each of two other denominations who favored 
unification of these branches by piously quoting 
the words “That they may all be one.” 


If Christ meant that all believers should be of 
one denomination then the proponents of organic 
union are forced to conclude that there should 
be organic union of all the various branches of 
the church—Jewish, Catholic, Methodist, Luth- 
eran, Presbyterian and what not! 


Let our laymen remember that if Organic Union 
comes between the church U.S.A. and the U.S. 
Church, that all the property of the Southern 
Presbyterian church will become the property of 
the united church. 


*Ruling Elder, Saluda, S. C. 


-~ 
— 





Christianity A Fortress 


“Imagine a fortress, absolutely impregnable, 
provisioned for an eternity. 


“Then there comes a new commandment. He 
conceives that it might be a good idea to build 
bridges over the motas—so as to be able to attack 
the beseigers. 


“Charmant! He transforms the fortress into 
a country estate—and naturally the enemy takes 
it. 

“So it is with Christianity. They changed the 
method—and naturally the world conquered.” 


—Soren Kierkegaard. 
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What Is Evangelism? 


By Rev. Samuel M. Zwemer, D.D. 


The missionary enterprise today is again under 
the fire of criticism. Titanic forces are assaulting 
the very principles that lie at the foundation of 
Christianity. “If the foundations be destroyed 
what can the righteous do?” (Ps. 11:3). Build 
those foundations anew upon the teaching of the 
apostles and the prophets with Jesus Christ as 
the chief cornerstone. 


A writer in the Christian Century a few years 
ago gave a correct diagnosis of what he called 
the slump in foreign missions and said it was due 
to three causes: “We have lost the sense of 
Christ’s supremacy, of Christ’s sufficiency and of 
the urgency of our message.” Some voices declare 
that the Gospel message of the apostles and of 
the early missionaries who laid the foundations 
of the national churches in Asia and Africa needs 
modification by way of addition, subtraction, com- 
promise, or syncretism. Professor Hocking of 
Harvard advocates a new World Faith with ele- 
ments of value taken from all the living religions 
of humanity. Others plead for an entire change of 
missionary method and program. This newer form 
of “evangelism” wishes to spare the convert any 
violent break from his old environment. It speaks 
of “Christianizing Hinduism’ and of “evangeliz- 
ing Islam.” A missionary in the Near. East puts 
it this way: “This approach would not require the 
Moslem inquirer to forsake his Moslem communal 
relations, but rather would urge that, continuing 
to live in the Moslem community, the young con- 
vert follow the Jesus-way in that world. Some 
things, of course, he could not do. Persecution 
and criticism would be his lot, but not until he 
was cast out in spite of his endeavors to remain a 
loyal member of the Moslem community, would 
he sever his relations with his past environment. 
Thus the leaven would be kept in the lump; the 
lump would be kept in the dark place; the spread 


of Christianity would be spiritual not organization- - 


al, vital not theological, ethical and dynamic and 
not formalistic. . . . This approach has much to 
commend it for it proposes not so much to make 
individual converts separated in small groups from 
the Moslem community; it proposes rather to in- 
ject into the Moslem community and into Moslem 
life and thought the Spirit and teachings of Jesus, 
so that like leaven operating in the entire mass, 
these teachings and spirit may work out their own 
revolution and change. Thus it is argued we will 
have a truly indigenous Moslem Christian, a truly 
indigenous Moslem Christian theology, and a truly 


indigenous form of organized Moslem Chris- 
tianity.” 


Such a theory of evangelism would prove even 
less efficient than a merely social-gospel. Christ 
calls us to be fishers-of-men. We will not progress 
far by forsaking all hooks and nets to feed the 
hungry fish in their own environment. Peter on 
Lake Galilee and Isaac Walton in his Compleat 
Angler laugh such fishermen to scorn. 


Dr. Duncan B. Macdonald of Hartford, put the 
present day issue very clearly: “‘Are the mission- 
aries of the future to be missionaries of Christ or 
missionaries of the Christian civilization of the 
West? This is the alternative which we face at 
present, although it is often disguised behind 


forms of words which conceal its real nature and 
essential importance. Do the missionaries of oy, 
Christian Churches go out to proclaim to the world 
the unique and divine fact of the Incarnation oy 
to carry to the non-Christian world the benefits— 
educational, medical, generally humanitarian— 
which have grown up in our civilization under the 
stimulus and guidance of the Christian faith?” 


And what is the message of the Evangel? It 
could not be stated more forcibly than by a writer 
in the latest edition of the Encyclopedia Britan-. 
nica (Vol. XIX p. 240): “Evangelism stands for 
a certain interpretation of Christianity emphasiz- 
ing the objective atonement of Christ, the neces. 
sity of new birth or conversion and salvation 
through faith.” 


This is a fair statement of the essentials of the 
Evangel. Paul made this very message central and 
primary. “‘Now, brothers, I would have you know 
the gospel I once preached to you, the gospel you 
received, the gospel in which you have your foot- 
ing, the gospel by which you are saved—provided 
you adhere to my statement of it—unless indeed 
your faith was all haphazard.” (I Cor. 15:1-2 Mof.- 
fat’s translation). And what is this message 0‘ 
good news, this gospel, so emphatically introduced 
by a fivefold repetition? “That Christ died for our 
sins as the scriptures had said, that he was buried 
and that he rose on the third day.” There is no 
other evangel than these historic facts and their 
tremendous implications. Any kind of evangelism 
that is silent in this respect is no evangelism at 
all. If Christ died for our sins His death was a 
reality and His resurrection confirms its necessity 
and validity as the only atonement for sin. The 
Cross is the one central message and method and 
power of Christianity. 


“We are sent,” in the pregnant words of Hugh 
Thomson Kerr, “not to preach sociology but sal- 
vation; not economics but evangelism; not reform 
but redemption; not culture but conversion; not 
progress but pardon; not the new social order but 
the new birth; not revolution but regeneration; 
not renovation but revival; not resuscitation but 
resurrection; not a new organization but a new 
creation; not democracy but the Gospel; not civili- | 


zation but Christ. We are ambassadors not diplo- 
mats.” 


It is time that a protest be made against the 
misuse of the word evangelism. It has only one 
etymological New ‘Testament, historical and 
theological connotation, namely, to tell the good 
news of One who came to earth to die on the 
Cross for us; who rose again and who ever lives 
to intercede for those who repent and believe the 
Gospel. To evangelize is to win disciples, to be- 
come fishers-of-men, to carry the gospel message 
directly to all the nations. 


> 2 
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John Calvin-And Infant Baptism 


By Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, D.D.* 


In a recent Saturday edition of the Chattanooga 
Times there is a paid ad published by the Church 
of Christ under the caption Infant Baptism. This 
ad asserts that Calvin is among those who deny 
the practice of infant baptism. Fortunately, the ad 
gives book and page for its quotation from Calvin 
which makes it easy to check the reference. In- 
jeed, it also uses quotation marks. And the quo- 
tation is accurate, but as so often occurs the ad 
is guilty of the fallacy of quoting a sentence out 
of its context. In the sentence quoted Calvin is 
leading up to a statement of the Anabaptist po- 
sition in order in the paragraph following’ to 
answer and refute it. 


Here is the quotation carried in the ad under 
a picture of A. Hugh Price, Minister, Church of 
Christ: 


“As Christ enjoins them to teach before baptiz- 
ing, and desires that none but believers shall be 
admitted to baptism, it would appear that baptism 
is not properly administered unless when preceded 
by faith.” John Calvin, Harmony of the Evangel- 
= = III, p. 386—Founder of the Presbyterian 
Church. 


Those who would know Calvin’s true view on 
this subject, however, must continue to read from 
the same page, thus: 


“On this pretence, the Anabaptists have stormed 
greatly against infant baptism. But the reply is 
not difficult, if we attend to the reason of the 
command. Christ orders them to convey to all na- 
tions the message of eternal salvation, and con- 
firms it by adding the seal of baptism. Now it was 
proper that faith in the word should be placed 
before baptism, since the Gentiles were altogether 
alienated from God, and had nothing in common 
with the chosen people; for otherwise it would 
have been a false figure, which offered forgive- 
hess and the gift of the Spirit to unbelievers, who 
were not yet members of Christ. But we know 
that by faith those who were formerly despised 
are united to the people of God. 


“It is now asked, on what condition does God 
adopt as children those who formerly were aliens? 
It cannot, indeed, be denied that, when he has 
once received them into his favour, he continues 
to bestow it on their children and their children’s 
children. By the coming of Christ God manifested 
himself as a Father equally to the Gentiles and 
to the Jews; and, therefore, that promise, which 
was formerly given to the Jews, must now be 
in force towards the Gentiles, I will be thy God, 
and the God of thy seed after thee, (Gen. 17:7). 
Thus we see that they who entered by faith unto 
the Church of God are reckoned, along with their 
posterity, among the members of Christ, and, at 
the same time, called to the inheritance of sal- 
vation. And yet this does not involve the separa- 
tion of baptism from faith and doctrine; because, 
though infants are not yet of such an age as to 
be receiving the grace of God by faith, still God, 
When addressing their parents, includes them also. 
I maintain, therefore, that it is not rash to ad- 
minster baptism to infants, to which God invites 
them, when he promises that he will be their God.” 


If anyone wishes to follow Calvin’s thought on 
this subject further he can do so by reading his 
celebrated Institutes of the Christian Religion, 
Book IV, chapter 16. Calvin devotes this whole 
chapter to showing that infant baptism is perfect- 
ly consistent with the institution of Christ and 
with the nature of the sign. 


*Professor of Historical Theology, Columbia 
Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 


i, 


Jesus Feeds The Multitudes 
By Rev. Harold L. Lundquist, D.D.* 





The stories of Jesus feeding two groups of peo- 
ple (Mark 6:35-44; 8:1-9), reveal the right atti- 
tude toward man’s need. In two approaches to the 
problem the disciples were wrong. Then Christ 
showed them the right way. 


“Send them away”’—that was the plea of the 
disciples when the multitude of those who had 
followed Him became hungry. The Church has fol- 
lowed their example in dealing with the social 
problems of the people down through the years. 
The result is that being denied fellowship, com- 
fort, and help by a church which was too busy 
building up a vast organization or a beautiful 
order of worship, the common people have re- 
sponded to the appeal of political leaders who have 
provided a substitute for what the church should 
have given them. 


When Jesus put upon them the direct responsi- 
bility to feed the people, the disciples changed 
their slogan and said: ‘We should like to help, 
but we cannot.” Reckoning hastily on what a 
small boy had brought for his lunch, the disciples 
soon demonstrated that it was impossible to feed 
this vast throng. 


Logie is such a devastating thing when it 
operates apart from faith in God. They were 
absolutely right in their reasoning and in their 
calculations, but they had forgotten the one factor 
that really counted. Jesus was there, and Jesus is 
Good, and God is omnipotent. 


Let us not forget that all we have comes from 
God, and that He is able to do “exceedingly 
abundantly above all that we ask or think” (Eph. 
3:20). The Christ who multiplied the loaves and 
fishes is our living Lord today, and ready and 
able to do it again. 


“He commanded ... and they did all eat.” 
When God speaks, all the limitations of the finite 
disappear, and the needs of men are fully met— 
with “twelve baskets full of fragments” left over! 
Let those who labor in difficult places with limited 
resources take heart—and trust God. 


*Member of the Faculty, Moody Bible Institute, 
Chicago, Ill. 
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“A Horse Of Another Color” 
By Rev. Alva Hardie, D.D.* 


Sometimes in Brazil men of opposing points of 
view on politics, science, religion or some other 
subject, conduct a sort of debate or discussion 
through the press. One will write an article ex- 
pressing his point of view and another of an 
opposing point of view will reply through the 
same paper. Thus the discussion continues until 
one of them recognizes that the other has won 
the argument or until public opinion rather rests 
the decision with one or the other. 


Now it happened once when Rev. Zacharias 
Miranda was the Evangelical pastor in Faxina 
(pronounced Fa-shee-na), Brazil, he had a dis- 
cussion through the papers with a wealthy farm- 
er, in regard to religion. The minister had the 
Word of God on his side and it was generally 
agreed that he overcame his opponent. Of course 
the wealthy farmer was indignant with Senhor 
(Mr.) Zacharias and thought to himself, “Well, if 
I cannot overcome him with arguments I will do 
so some other way.” 


In those days one could hire a man to kill an- 
other for about five dollars. So the farmer hired 
a murderer to go hide in a certain woods near the 
road over which Sr. Zacharias had to pass each 
Saturday. When Sr. Zacharias rode by, the assassin 
was to kill him. The man was interested and 
willing, but he had one difficulty. “I do not know 
this man,” he said. 


“QO,” said the farmer, “it will be very easy to 
recognize him. Saturday is the day for him to go 
to Itapetininga. (Pronouned: It-a-pet-thing-ning- 
ga). He passes by those woods about noon, and 
always rides an old white horse. He is a slender 
man and has a small beard. You will know him 
by the old white horse.” 


So the man went on Saturday to wait in the 
woods for the arrival of Sr. Zacharias on his white 
horse. 


That morning Sr. Zacharias sent his two little 
boys to the pasture to catch old ‘‘Whitie,” as the 
children called their father’s horse. They were in 
the pasture for about two hours trying to catch 
him but it seemed no use; he would not be caught. 
Finally they returned home without him. When 
their father asked them why they had delayed so 
long they said, “Something has gotten into that 
horse for he never ran like he did today. It was 
impossible to catch him.” 


Sr. Zacharias was greatly disturbed. He should 
have already been on his way some time before 
so he did not have time to go to the pasture him- 
self. He told his boys to go over to the home of 
his neighbor, Sr. Moura, and ask him to lend him 
his bay horse, and to tell him that if he needed a 
horse later in the day he could send one of his 
workmen to catch “Whitie.” So on that particular 
day it happened that Sr. Zacharias rode a bay 
horse and was about two hours behind schedule. 


When he arrived at the woods the murderer 
rode out into the road and said to him: “Could 


you tell me if that Protestant minister, Zacharias 
has left Faxina or not?” : 


“Yes,” answered Sr. Zacharias, “did you want 
to speak to him?” 


“No, I was sent here to kill him when he 
passed by, but he must have gone by earlier to. 
day.” 


“Well,” Said Sr. Zacharias, not wishing to be 
identified, “he is not in Faxina and I will bid yoy 
goodbye, sir.” 


The killer said, ‘“‘But where are you going?” 


“T am going’ to 


Itapetininga,” 
Zacharias. 


replied Sr, 


“Well, I think I shall go along with you for 
evidently old Zacharias has escaped me this time.” 


The minister’s heart sank at these words, for 
he knew that if this man should ask him his name, 
he would have to tell him. Quickly he decided 
on a plan. He would “preach the Gospel” to this 
man and talk so fast that he would not have time 
to ask him his name! 


As they started riding along together the min- 
ister said, “Did you ever hear Sr. Zacharias 
preach?” 


“No, I never saw him.” 


“Well, I have heard him often. Let me tell you 
some of the things he teaches.” 


So he told the killer how mankind was lost in 
sin and how God, the Father, sent His only be 
gotten Son into the world to redeem lost sinners. 
He told him Jesus would even forgive men that 
would kill others, and that Christ said to the thief 
on the cross, “This day shalt thou be with me in 
Paradise.” He explained how Jesus suffered and 
died for sinners, and how at the right hand of 
God He intercedes for lost ones. 


The man listened to the long story and the 
Spirit of God touched his heart. As they were 
riding into Itapetiningo the killer said, “Where 
are you going to stay here in town?” 


“I always stop with Sr. Pedrozo,’’ replied the 
minister. 


“OQ”, said the man, “he is a Protestant; look 
here, you must be that Zacharias.” 


“Yes, I am and I am going to preach here te 
night. Won’t you come to hear me in our little 
church?” 


“Well,” said the murderer, “I certainly am glad 
that you did not ride a white horse today, for, if 
you had, I should have killed you. I was told to 
watch for a man on a white horse. A man Wid 
teaches what you have told me this afternoo 
should not be killed. Now, come to my home with 
me for dinner. I want my wife to hear about that 
man Jesus Christ and how He loves and pardons 
even men like me.” 


So they talked a long time about the way of 
salvation. 


Sa 
11; } 
Acts 
votio: 
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Sr, Zacharias often told this story and each 
time he would say, “And now I know why old 
Whitie would not be caught that day! There is a 
yrse in the Scriptures you know which says: ‘For 
we know that all things work together for good 
to them who love God.’ ” 
eee a 

*Missionary to Brazil, 


U. S. 


Presbyterian Church, 
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Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


LESSON FOR DECEMBER 2 


The Christian And His 
Economic Relations 
Scripture: Deuteronomy 8:17-18; Psalm 50:7- 
11; Malachi 3:8-10; Luke 12:13-21 and 18:18-24; 
Acts 2:41-47; James 2:15-16 and 5:1-6. De- 
votional: Matt. 6:19-30. 


Devotional Reading: “Lay up 
heaven,” “Take no thought.” 


treasures in 


These verses from the Sermon on the Mount 
lay down certain principles which will help us 
to rightly approach our lesson today: 


(1) Our chief concern should not be our eco- 
nomic relation to this world, but to the Kingdom 
of God. Our treasures should not be laid up on 
earth, where we stay but a short time, but in 
Heaven, where we will make our eternal home. It 
is the utmost folly for a man to store his treasures 
where he himself will not be. Spiritual treasures, 
stored in Heaven, should be our chief concern. 
“Seek first the kingdom of heaven and His right- 
eousness.”” 


(2) We cannot serve God and gold; one or the 
other will be our master. Is it “gold or God’’? 


(3) Anxiety over material things is entirely 
uncalled for. Faith in the loving care of a loving 
Father will keep us from worrying over ‘these 
things.’ He knows we have need of these things. 
If we put HIM first they will be added. 


Keeping these principles in mind, let us now 
turn to the other passages: 


Deut. 8:17,18: “It is he that giveth thee power 
to get wealth.” Rich people should be very Humble 
and very Grateful. The temptation is to feel a 
degree of pride and_ self-sufficiency. Moses is 
warning his nation against any such feelings. God 
has given some people and some nations the ability 
to get wealth. These people and nations should 
recognize His goodness to them. Many rich men 
have had the right attitude; men like Abraham, 
Joseph, Daniel and others. Paul would stress 
the same idea when he asks the question, “Who 
maketh thee to differ?” (1 Cor. 4:7). 


Psalm 50:7-11: “The world is mine”. All the 
Wealth of the world belongs to God. He created it. 
¢ preserves it. He has laid it up in store for man- 
ind as they needed it. Take all the natural re- 
Sources of the earth—gold, silver, precious stones, 
minerals; coal, iron, oil; forests and fertile fields; 
animals and plants—all these are HIS by right 
of Creation and Providence. 


He has turned it all over to man, making him 
the owner for a few years. God is no beggar. We 
forget this when we complain and grudgingly give 
back a few tithes and offerings. He has the right 
to demand ALL if He so desired. 


Malachi 3:8-10: “Will a man rob God?” Yes, 
man tries to rob Him, the One who bestowed all 
this wealth upon him, and the One who gives the 
power to get it. Man in his selfishness tries to rob 
God. Israel had robbed Him; America is robbing 
Him; some Christians are robbing Him. But we 
really rob ourselves. 


Can we expect God to honor and bless those 
who thus try to rob Him? Suppose we had a 
tenant on our farm who was always cheating us 
out of our share of the rent. Would we feel like 
doing much for him? Would we not let out the 
farm to others? This is exactly what Jesus warned 
Jews would be true of them. (See Mark 12:1- 
9). 


Luke 12:13-21: “Thou fool’. There are many 
“fools”, (foolish people) spoken of in the Bible. 
Here we have the Covetous Fool. Why was this 
man a “fool’’? (1) Because he had a wrong idea 
about life. A man’s life does not consist of “‘things’’, 
abundance of things. Life is far more than ma- 
terial things; righteousness, peace, joy in the Holy 
Ghost, are worth more than all these things. (2) 
He neglected his soul. He thought a soul could 
be satisfied on “much goods, laid up for many 
years.” Souls are never satisfied until they find 
God. This night thy soul shall be required of thee. 
His soul had to go back to God who gave it, and 
his soul was not fit to meet his God. (3) He for- 
got that all he had accumulated would be left 
for others to inherit, and perhaps quarrel over. 


“So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, 
and is not rich toward God.” We can all be as 
foolish as this man, if we follow the covetous way 
of life. How rich are we toward god? 


Luke 18:18-24: “Yet lackest thou one thing.” 
Here is a rich man who had much in his favor. He 
was seeking eternal life, the greatest boon a man 
can seek; he was a good moral man; he was deeply 
in earnest; he was young, and a ruler. He had 
one thing wrong. His wealth was his idol. When 
Jesus put His finger on this sore spot and told him 
to sell and give, get rid of his idol, and put Christ 
on the throne, he went away sorrowful. This is 
what makes it hard for rich men to enter the 
Kingdom—they are apt to TRUST in their money. 
Only God’s grace can save a rich man, just as 
God’s grace must save a poor man. We all get 
saved the same way. 
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Acts 2:41-47: “All things common.” Again we 
have this beautiful example of sharing; voluntary 
and loving sharing of what we have with others. 
We will not dwell on it because it has been used 
often in our lessons. 


James 2:15-16: “Ye give them not.” The prac- 
tical James is here exhorting us to prove our faith 
by our works, as we help answer our prayers for 
the poor by giving of our goods to the poor. 


James 5:1-6: “Your riches are corrupted. We 
have the picture here of greedy, oppressive rich 
men. There have been many of them in these 
“last days.” We think of the rich “‘war lords” of 
Germany or Japan, the men who profiteer out of 
war and bloodshed, the whiskey barons and beer 
millionaires, those who have oppressed in any 
way in order to gain wealth. These sow the seed 
which springs up into communism which is as bad 
or worse than the other, for it encourages laziness 
and freedom of every sort. Wicked rich men are 
a curse to the world and bring God’s wrath upon 
them. Good rich men, on the other hand, are a 
— to other fellowmen, and God prospers 
them. 


Here are some rules for our economic relations: 


Remember that God owns the world and gives 
the power to get wealth. 


We are His stewards. As stewards we are to be 
diligent, wise, faithful, honest, kind. 


Work diligently and honestly; waste nothing, 
saving all we can; spend wisely, taking care of 
those who depend on us; give generously and 
cheerfully—God loves a cheerful giver. 


————6 oe 
LESSON FOR DECEMBER 9 


The Christian’s Place In The 
Life Of His Nation 


Scripture: Matthew 5; 1 Timothy 2:1-4; Titus 
3:1-8; 1 Peter 2:1-17. Devotional Reading: 
Romans 13:1-10. 


Not often, if ever, do Christians form the ma- 
jority group in a nation. Usually they are in the 
minority. In our country about one-third of the 
population is Christian in name. In Paul’s day the 
percentage was very small. But whether large or 
small, our place in the life of the nation is a most 
important one. 


Our Duty: Romans 13:1-10—‘“Love is the ful- 
filling of the law.” Our first duty is Subjection; 
not merely through fear, but for conscience’ sake. 
Rulers are God-appointed. Even wicked rulers are 
allowed to rule by the Supreme Ruler of the uni- 
verse; therefore the Christian obeys constituted 
authority. 


Our second duty is Support. The government, 
however bad and incompetent, protects us and 
provides certain things for its citizens. Therefore 
we are to render to all their dues; custom, taxes, 
respect, homage. 


Our third, and all-comprehensive duty, is Love. 
We should be patriots in the true sense of that 
term, loving our fellowmen who form our country. 
If a man has this love he will need few laws to 
guide him in his conduct. 


Beyond Our Duty: Matthew 5—‘“More than oth- 
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ers.” People who are not Christians, obey, support, 
love. their country.” What do ye more than oth. 
ers’? Our place is more than a place of duty, 
Others fulfill their duty. What can the Christian 
do that other people do not do? 


Matt. 5:3-12: Is our character better than the 
character of the average citizen? Can God call us 
“Blessed”? Men and women who have the sort 
of character described in the Beatitudes are not 
only blessed in their own lives, but are a blessing 
to a nation. Such a citizen of the Kingdom is a 
fine citizen of any nation. 


Matt. 5:13-16: Is our influence more felt, and 
more blessed, than the influence of others? As 
salt, are we keeping the nation from moral and 
spiritual corruption and decay? As lights, are 
we shining in the darkness so that men may see 
Pca Father and find the way to eternal 
life? 


Matt. 5:17-20: Does our righteousness exceed 
the righteousness of mere formalists like the 
scribes and Pharisees? Are we careful about little 
— Is our righteousness external, or from the 

eart? 


Matthew 5:21-26: We would not murder with 
our hands. Do we have anger and murder in our 
hearts? Are we reconciled to our brothers? 


Matt. 5:27-32: Are we as clean in thought and 
desire as we try to be in outward acts? In this age 
of unclean pictures, books and movies are we keep- 
ing our imaginations pure? 


Matt. 5:33-37: How about our lips and words! 
Are we guilty of profanity or the “near profanity 
of this slang age? Would it not be better to say 
the simple “Yes” and “No”? 


Matt. 5:38-48: Is our attitude toward others 
one of Retaliation or Generosity, of Love or Hate: 
No one but a Christian can carry out these com- 
mands of the Great Teacher. No one else will even 
try. 


“More than others” is a fine measuring rod. A 
finer one is verse 48: “Be ye therefore perfect 
even as your Father in Heaven is __ perfect. 
Measured by that rod, where do we stand? 


Intercessory Prayer: I Timothy 2:1-4: “PrayeS 
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_.- for all men”. Christians are not only to Live, 
but to Pray. Pray that others may Live. Some 
of the greatest prayers in the Bible are prayers 
for the nation by those who knew and loved God. 
Take Moses’ great intercessory prayer of his peo- 
ple—“If not - - - blot me out”. (See Ex. 32:32) 
Or Daniel’s prayer of confession and intercession 
in Daniel 9. Or Solomon’s great prayer at the dedi- 
cation of the temple. 


These were Leaders, praying for their land. The 
ordinary Christian citizen is to pray for those who 
lead, those in authority. (1) Pray that they may 
jead tranquil and peaceful lives, “pray for the 
peace of Jerusalem,” so to speak. (2) That they 
may be godly, (3) Grave (4) Saved. Our leaders 
would be kept from many mistakes and be guided 
and blessed if all Christians remembered these 
injunctions of Paul. 


Good Works: Titus 3:1-8: “Ready to every good 
work.” We must show by our good works and good 
character that God has saved us by His grace. 
Changed character is the best proof of Regenera- 
tion. Our good works show that we have been 
washed and made clean within. “To speak evil of 
no man, to be no brawlers, but gentle, shewing 
all meekness unto all men’”—in what better way 
can we prove that we are better citizens than 
the unregenerate? The best advertisement for the 
cause Of Christ in a nation is a body of Christian 
people who are thus living and working. 


Glorifying God: 1 Peter 2:1-17: “The people of 
God—shewing forth His praise.” Man’s chief end 
is to glorify God and this is all the more true of 
the Christian man. “But ye are a chosen gen- 
eration, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a pe- 
culiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises 
of him who hath called you out of darkness into 
his marvellous light: “As pilgrims and strangers 
we are to lead holy lives, (Vss. 11-12). We are 
by well-doing to silence the talk of foolish men. 
As God’s people we are to live like free men, not 
abusing our freedom. 


Peter sums it up thus: “Honour all men. Love 
the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king.” 
These four short sentences are a good rule for 
the Christian citizen to follow as he takes his 
place in his nation. 


9 


LESSON FOR DECEMBER 16 


Exalting Christ In The 
Life Of The Nation 
Scripture: Isaiah 9:2-7; Luke 1:26-80; Hebrews 
1:1-4; I Peter 3:13-18, 22; Jude 24-25. Devotional 
Reading: Philippians 2:5-11. 


It is hard to get even a so-called Christian land 
e America to exalt Christ. The Jewish and Uni- 
n influence is so strong that His Name—the 
Name exalted by God above every name—is not 
often mentioned, much less honored equally with 
the Father. Even the Church seems loath to 
acknowledge Him as “Lord of all.” We like to talk 
about religious education, instead of Christian 
education; of religious leaders, instead of Christian 
leaders; of religious movements instead of Chris- 
tian revivals. 


We talk glibly and even eloquently about the 
Principles and teachings of Christ, but unless and 
until we exalt His Person to the proper place as 
Co-existent with the Father, until we recognize 
Him as the Eternal Son of God, Virgin born, “‘very 
God”, then we had better stop talking about Him 
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as a Matchless Teacher, the Ideal Man, the per- 
fect Example. When we are ready to accept His 
Deity, then we can exalt His Humanity. 


His Person is certainly exalted in our Scripture 
today. 


Devotional Reading: Philippians 2:5-11: “Highly 
exalted.” He was highly exalted before He came 
to earth. “Though from the beginning He had 
the nature of God, did not reckon equality with 
God something to be forcibly retained, but emptied 
Himself of His glory by taking the form of a 
slave. And for this God highly exalted Him.” Mont- 
gomery Trans. Vs. 6). No one can read this 
passage from Philippians and not see two things: 
(1) That Christ was equal with God from the be- 
ginning. (2) That Christ, on account of His hu- 
mility and sacrifice on the cross has been even 
more highly exalted and given a Name above every 
— All of this is done to the glory of the 

ather. 


His Wonderful Name: Isaiah 9:2-7: “His name 
shall be called Wonderful.” The Old Testament 
prophet, Isaiah, has the same idea about Christ as 
the New Testament preacher, Paul. In verses 6 
and 7 we have a marvellous description of the per- 
son and position of the coming Saviour. (1) The 
government shall be upon His shoulder. This looks 
forward to the universal reign of Christ so many 
times spoken of in the Bible. (2) His name shall 
be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty God, 
The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” 
Surely the One spoken of in this way is equal with 
the Father in his Nature, Power and Glory. 


Every nation, surely OUR nation, should give 
Him his proper place. Why are those in authority 
so loath to recognize the One who shall govern 
all nations? Why should they hesitate to speak 
His Name, and give Him all honor? 


His Wonderful Birth: Luke 1:26-80: “Born of 
the virgin Mary.” “Conceived by the power of 
the Holy Spirit,” says the Creed; “The Holy Ghost 
shall come upon you,” says verse 35 of this chap- 
ter. 


Nothing could be more plainly and clearly taught 
in the Bible than the Virgin birth of our Lord. 
If we are to believe any of the Holy Scripture we 
must believe what it says about the Incarnation. 
This account is backed by all the other passages 
when rightly understood. There is nothing con- 
trary to reason for Christ to become flesh and 
dwell among men. It would be hard for us to think 
of any other way for God to become man and be 
the sort of Redeemer required to save the race 
from the consequences of the Fall. 


The beautiful hymns of praise found in this 
passage have always been loved by the church, 
for they are the inspired utterances of devout 
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suuls in the highest moment of ecstasy. The “Mag- 
nificat” of Mary and the “Benedictus” of Zach- 
arias tell of the mystery and miracle of the great- 
est fact of history. 


Better Than The Angels: Hebrews 1:1-4: “The 
express image of his person.” He is better in His 
nature. Angels are created beings; Christ is un- 
created. He is the brightness of His glory, and 
“stamp of His substance.” No words could tell 
us more plainly that the Father and Son are One 
in substance, equal in power and glory. 


He is also better in the place He occupies and 
in the power He exercises. He is Heir of all things; 
He made the world; He upholds all things by the 
word of His power; He purged our sins; He sat 
down on the right hand of the majesty on high; 
He has a more excellent name than they. 


Raised From The Dead: 1 Peter 3:13-22: “On 
the right hand of God.” The two greatest things 
about Christ are given us in these verses: (1) His 
Sacrificial, Substitutionary death is stated in these 
words: “For Christ also hath once suffered for 
sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring 
us to God” (vs. 18) and (2) His resurrection and 
authority, (Vss. 21-22). He has ascended to 
Heaven and is on the right hand of God, angels, 
authorities and powers being made subject to Him. 


The Only Wise God: Jude 24-25: “To the only 
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wise God, our Savior.”’ No explanation is needed 
“To the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, be ascribed glory, majesty, might, and 
authority, as it was before time began, is now 
and ever shall be to all the ages (Montgomery 
Trans.).” Here God the Father, and God the 
Son are placed side by side as equals. 


How can we exalt Christ in the life of our ng. 
tion? 


(1) By being loyal to His person; His eterna] 
place in the God-head; His Virgin Birth; His ¢. 
sential Deity. To lower Him as a Person, to make 
Him less than God, the second Person of the 
Trinity, is NOT to exalt Him, but lower Him in 
the life of the nation. We must honor Him even 
as we honor the Father. 


(2) By being loyal to His sacrificial, substi. 
tutionary death on the cross. We must recognize 
before the world His atoning precious blood. 


(3) By being loyal to His Bodily Resurrection, 
His Ascended Glory, His Coming again to reign 
and rule and judge all nations. 


(4) After we have exalted His Person to His 
rightful place then we can and should exalt His 
teachings as the guiding principles in our life as 
a nation. But it is vain and foolish to talk of these 


until we bow before Him and worship Him as our 
God. 





Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Young People’s Emphasis 
For December 


ALL PEOPLE 


Approach To The Topic 


“Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy which shall be to all the peo- 
ple, for there is born to you this day in the city of 


David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” (Luke 
2:10-11). 


With these words the angel announced the birth 
of Jesus Christ to the startled shepherds on that 
long ago first Christmas, and as we follow that 
Christ into His manhood and hear Him speak as 
never man spake we know that the words “all the 
people” truly include all people all over the world 
for all time. It is well during this December, the 
first in several years in which our country has 
not been at war, that we look at all the people 


all over the world in the light of the Christian 
message. 


December is a five Sunday month. We shall 
study our topic something like this: We will first 
look at all the people in the world in the light 
of what God has done for them, for “God So 
Loved That He Gave.’ As we think of all these 
folks whom God loves and for whom Christ died 
our hearts join with countless millions of other 
hearts throughout the world in the desire that all 
these folks may live together in peace, but peace 
is not easy, it comes as the by-product of some- 


thing else, so we can have “Peace, If We Care 
Enough,” care enough about some important things 
that make for peace. As we think further about 
peace during the three remaining Sunday nights 
we shall have to examine “Christ’s Last Will and 
Testament,” Christ’s “‘Good Tidings to All,” and 
“Christ’s Goal for His World.” 


Dec. 2: God So Loved That He Gave. 


Prepared by Rev. Marion H. Currie, 
Kingsport, Tenn. 


Introduction ; 
The source of our topic is John 3:16. The Bible 
setting will do for it what a ring setting does for 
a gem. This verse is the heart of the gospel. Just 
as you can spell out the word from it, you can 
peal forth the great gospel truths it holds: “For 
God so loved the world, that He gave his Only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him 

should not Perish, but have Everlasting Life.” 


Gospel 


Some have said it is the greatest verse in the 
Bible. You may judge for yourself by supplying 
the right word after each superlative: “God world 
(the greatest number) that He gave (the greatest 
sacrifice) His only begotten Son (the greatest 
gift) that whosoever (even the greatest sinner) 
should not perish (the greatest punishment) but 
have everlasting life (the greatest possession). 


Read John 3:1-21. Note that Nicodemus says; 
“We know that thou art a teacher come from 
God: for no man can do these miracles that thou 
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doest, except God be with Him.” (Vs. 2). The 
following suggestions for study will lead you to 
ye for yourself and show others that “God was 
in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself.” 
(I Cor. 5:19). 


Doctrines 
Doctrines are the principal teachings of God’s 
word. Look for them in this verse. 1. The Deity 
of Christ. “His only begotten Son” tells the truth 
that Christ is God’s Son in some way in which we 
are not. 2. Heaven And Hell. “Hath everlasting 
life” and “perish” tell us that some shall live for- 
ever with the Lord, while others will suffer eternal 
punishment. 3. Faith. ‘“‘Whosoever believeth” in 
Christ. “Him that cometh to me I will in no wise 
east out.” 4. The Sovereignty Of God. God loved 
and gave. Who makes the first move toward sal- 
vation, God, or Man? 5. Atonement. “He gave.” 
Oh, the wealth of that little word. He sent from 

Heaven, and He gave to die. 


The Old Testament Background 

This verse is a great climax to centuries of 
God’s love for the world. We may understand how 
Jesus could say “Thou lovedst me before the foun- 
dation of the world.” (John 17:24). Even Nico- 
demus, a master of Israel, must have seen that 
Jehovah of old had loved the Jewish nation. Since 
the day God called Abraham His friend, He loved 
that people. It is in the Old Testament that we 
first hear of God as a father. “When Israel was 
achild, then I loved him.” (Hosea 11:1). He loved 
Israel as a bridegroom loves his bride. (Hosea 
3:1), As a shepherd with his sheep, so was Jehovah 
with Israel. “I have loved thee with an everlasting 
love.” (Jer. 31:3). 


But the Jews could not believe, nor can un- 
believers today see that God loved the World. 
This was Jonah’s great mission, to tell Ninevah 
that God loved the Gentile world. It was the 
mission of prophets. Jesus pointed out that Elijah 
went to a widow of another country with the 
grace of God, that Naaman the leper whom Elisha 
healed was a Syrian and not a Jew. Ruth was a 
foreigner, and Rahab an alien. ‘‘God so loved the 
world” that He sent His prophets, and in these 
last days sent His Son (Heb. 1:1-2). 


New Testament Passages 

Read the parable in Matt. 21:33ff. “God so 
loved” that He spared not His only Son. We 
would expect Jesus to love His disciples: “(Having 
loved His own He loved them unto the end.” They 
sid of Jesus and Lazarus: “Lo, how He loved 
Him.” John speaks of the “disciple whom Jesus 
loved.” But there came one running to Jesus, for 
whom His great heart yearned, and Jesus looking 
upon him loved him. A woman condemned, a child 
who had died, a palsied man: sinners all—and 
Jesus loved them. Whatever God is from all 
eternity, Jesus was when he came in the flesh. At 
His birth wise men who came from the east did 
honor to the king not as King of the Jews, but as 
King of Kings and Lord of Lords. When He found 
a Roman Centurian whose servant He healed, He 
said, “I have not found such faith, no not in 
Israel.” (Luke 7:9). He gave living water to a 
Samaritan woman, gave virtue to a Syrophonecian 
woman, healed the daughter of a Canaanitish wo- 
man, and laid the foundation upon which Paul was 
later to say: “There is no difference between the 
Jew and the Greek, for whosoever shall call upon 
the name of the Lord shall be saved.” (Rom. 
10:12,13). God, Jehovah of old, so loved the world, 
tven the Gentile world, that He called men unto 





himself, from Adam whom he sought in the cool 
of the day, and Noah, whom He wooed into the 
ark, on down to the days when Jesus wept over 
the slain prophets in Jerusalem and gave Himself 
for those who slew Him, crying, “Father, forgive 
them.” Whatever Jehovah was, Jesus is: The ob- 
ject of faith and worship, God of justice, God of 
mercy, God of righteousness, God of love. 


Appplication 


God walked with Noah who was righteous in his 
generation, loved Solomon, (as we read in II 
Sam. 12:24) and loved John, the very apostle of 
love. The wonder for us is that Christ died for us 
ungodly ones, and God loved us while we were yet 
sinners. (Rom. 5:5,6,8). Do we find ourselves 
loving only lovely people? Let us rather allow His 
Holy Spirit to shed abroad (be missionary minded 
enough to take it literally) the love of God in our 
hearts. Let us so love the world that we will take 
the Gospel to the unlovely, and that we will seek 
all kinds of people for Him, for “they shall come 
from the east, and from the west, and from the 
north, and from the south, and sit down in the 
kingdom of God,” those to whom we take this 
GOSPEL verse. 


Dec. 9: Peace, If We Care Enough. 


Prepared by Rev. Marion H. Currie 
Kingsport, Tenn. 


When David’s stormy career as King of Israel 
was still at its height, God gave to him and 
Bathsheba a son. (II Sam. 12:24). David called 
his name Solomon, which means “peace.” One 
might suppose that there was nothing that David 
cared more for than for peace. Witness his psalms: 
A prayer for peace: “Pray for the peace of 
Jersusalem” (Ps. 122:6); A complaint for peace: 
“IT am for peace, but they are for war’ (Ps. 
120:7); An expression of faith: “The Lord will 
bless his people with peace” (Ps. 29:11); An 
exhortation to peace: “Seek peace and pursue it.” 
(Ps. 34:14). In praise of peace: “The meek shall 
delight themselves in the abundance of peace.” 
(Ps. 37:11). Undoubtedly, when Solomon was 
born David was hoping for a long era of peace. 
He had just made his peace with God, his sins were 
forgiven and his transgression covered (see Ps. 
51), but he longed for peace in Israel. 


It is a striking fact that God did not give David 
a peaceful reign. But there was a promise of 
peace: “Behold, a son shall be born to thee, who 
shall be a man of rest . . . for his name shall be 
Solomon (‘peaceable’), and I will give peace and 
quietness to Israel in his days.” From the begin- 
ning, David applied this to Solomon, and named 
him so, and charged him to build the temple as 
God had directed. Now for two reasons, there 
must have been some deeper meaning than David 
saw. First, when David named Solomon ‘“Peace- 
able”, God sent Nathan the prophet and called him 
“Jedediah” or “Beloved of the Lord” for the Lord 
loved him. God’s chosen name for this son was 
“Beloved” rather than “Peace.” Well, Solomon 
was not only beloved of women; the Lord loved 
him, too. In the second place, even Solomon’s 
reign was not to be bloodless. This prophecy was 
to have a deeper fulfilment later. The son who 
was to build a greater temple than Solomon’s was 
Jesus; the one through whom the Kingdom of 
Israel was to be established forever was that 
later descendent of David, of whom Isaiah said: 
“His name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, 
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The mighty God, The everlasting Father, the 
Prince of Peace.” 


In the light of God’s choice of names, let us 
ask whether there may be something better than 
peace. Shall we be of those who cry “peace at any 
price”? Security may be the alternative, and a 
better choice than peace. God’s love in the midst 
of wars may be His better choice for us. Look up 
Solomon’s dedication of the temple, in which he 
made provision for taking up the sword. I Kings 
8:44-45: “If thy people go out to battle against 
their enemy, whithersoever thou shalt send them, 
and shall pray unto the Lord toward the city which 
thou hast chosen, and toward the house that I 
have built for thy name, then hear thou in heaven 
their prayer and their supplication, and maintain 
their cause.’”’” What was begun for Israel in Solo- 
mon’s temple has been offered to the nations of 
the world only through Christ, the living temple 
of God. As God answered Solomon in those days, 
so will He answer the nation today that will make 
such a request of Him: “If my people, which are 
called by my name, shall humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek my face, and turn from their 
wicked ways; then will I hear from Heaven, and 
will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.” 


Much is being said today of how the Lord “hath 
made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell 
on all the face of the earth.” (Acts 17:26). If this 
“one blood’? means Adam’s or Noah’s blood, there 
is little hope for international peace on the basis 
of kinship. Adam’s sons, blood brothers, went to 
war. The generations of Noah were soon divided 
into the warring nations of different tongues. But 
if this “one blood” means the blood of Christ, shed 
on Calvary, then it also means “one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism.” Yes, all nations may dwell 
together in unity, and peace will be a reality, only 
as those nations, rulers and people, become the 
people of faith in Jesus Christ. It is His blood that 
brings God’s love and peace within our reach. “Ye 
were Gentiles . . without Christ, aliens from 
the commonwealth of Israel . . . but now are made 
nigh by the blood of Christ, for He is our peace.” 
(Eph. 2:11-14). And after this earthly pilgrimage 
for peace, there is a better, a heavenly goal, when 
“the kingdoms of this world are become the king- 
doms of our Lord, and of His Christ; and he shall 
reign for ever and ever.” 


God hath not promised skies always blue, 
Flower-strewn pathways all our lives through. 
God hath not promised sun without rain, 

Joy without sorrow, peace without pain. 


But God hath promised strength for the day, 
Rest for the labor, light for the way; 

Grace for the trials, help from above, 
Unfailing sympathy, undying love. 


—Annie Johnson Flint. 


“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good will toward men.” Peace comes only 
after God has been glorified: peace to the nation 
that cares enough for Christ to glorify Him in 
all her ways, peace to the man who cares enough 
for Christ to glorify Him in his testimony and in 
his daily living. 


Dec. 16: Christ’s Last Will And Testament. 


Introduction 


When a person makes a will that person usually 
leaves the best thing he possesses to the person 
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whom he loves the best. Jesus Christ made a w; 
and in that will He left the best thing He coy 
give for the people whom He loved best. The will 
is found in these words from that Upper Room 
Discourse in John’s Gospel: 


“These things I have spoken to you, that jp 
Me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall 
have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I haye 
overcome the world.” (John 16:33). 


This world is dominated by those greeds anq 
lusts that the Bible calls “sin,” but the Christian 
is a person who does not live by the lusts of the 
flesh but by the fruit of the Spirit; therefore 
Christian is going to have trouble and tribulation 
in a world where sin reigns and where folks pre- 
fer sin to righteousness. So Christ leaves as His 
last will and testament His peace to all believers, 
for if we have His peace the tribulation of the 
world will never mar our inward peace and out. 
ward good cheer. 


We have often heard of wills that had a cop. 
dition. A father leaves his daughter the family 
house, provided she does not marry. A rich father 
leaves a fortune to his shiftless son, provided the 
son makes a specified amount of money by his own 
efforts. Christ has left a condition in His will. He 
leaves His peace for us, but He also left us the 
spoken words of that Upper Room Discourse in 
order that we might have the directions for find- 
ing and possessing that peace. Christ’s peace is 
ours no matter what happens in the world, but 
how can we possess it and experience it? 


Christ says: “These words have I spoken to 
you.” He is referring to the words He has just 
been saying in that Upper Room. Let us mn 
through them and see what they contain that will 
tell us how to possess His peace. 


Scripture Lesson 


1. The New Commandment: Jno. 13:34-36. If 
we love one another even as Christ loved us and 
gave Himself for us, then His peace will be 
realized. 


2. The New Relationship to the Holy Spirit: Jno. 
14. 15-17. Before Christ died and rose the Holy 
Spirit was with men, but after Pentecost He came 
to dwell in those who believed. The Holy Spirit 
bears witness with our spirits that we are children 
of God and brings peace. 


3. The New Relationship to Christ: Jno. 15:1-8 
When we believe on Jesus Christ we are as vitally 
united to Christ as the branches to the vine, and 
His life in us brings peace. 


4. The New Revelation of the Work of the 
Spirit: Jno. 16:5-15. a. Before we ever trust I 
Christ for salvation the Holy Spirit does His con- 
victing work, V. 5-11. He convicts of sin and 
drives us to Christ for salvation and we make 
peace with God. b. When we have believed the 
Holy Spirit continues His work, now enlightening 
us of deeper truths, V. 12-15, and as He does We 
have the assurance and peace of God. 


5. The New Unity of Believers in Christ: Jno. 
17:20-26. As we realize our oneness with Christ 
and with one another our hearts are blessed and # 
peace. 


As we read over these words of our Lord ion 
we see that no matter what happens in our wor! 
the Christian has a personal, inner peace that the 
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world can never give nor take away. Because of 
what Christ has done those who believe on the 
lord Jesus have peace with God because their sins 
are forgiven, they have the peace of God because 
the Christ within keeps and satisfies, and they have 
, ministry of peace for God because in the life 
that is united with Christ and with all believers 
everywhere there are found the things that make 
for peace. 
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Suggestions 


Use the approach and Scripture Lesson above 
to study what God has to say about inner, per- 
sonal peace. In the talks point out that the world 
is torn today by men who do not have this inner 
peace and do not know where to find it. Can men 
—s no peace within bring peace to our 
world? 
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Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


Worldwide Bible Reading 
Thanksgiving To Christmas 


With the challenging theme “Marching Orders 
fr a New Day,” a Worldwide Bible Reading 
campaign will be launched during the weeks be- 
tween Thanksgiving and Christmas by the Ameri- 
can Bible Society. The purpose of the campaign 
is to enlist men and women the world over in daily 
Bible Reading. 


The 34 passages for the 34 days _ between 
Thanksgiving and Christmas were chosen through 
a worldwide canvass of men and women in the 
amed forces for whom the Scriptures have at- 
tained deep significance. With a National Spon- 
wring Committee, the program has widely pledged 
support from churches, business and labor organi- 
tations, social groups and state governments. Over 
30 state governors have already expressed whole- 
hearted approval of the endeavor and _ have 
promised to stress it in their Thanksgiving procla- 
mations. 


The American Bible Society believes that thou- 
sands who have never read the Bible regularly, 
and many thousands who are now learning to read 
for the first time will find new faith and hope 
through this Worldwide Bible Reading in which 
the widest reading of the Scriptures in history is 
anticipated. Thirty million bookmarks listing the 
(aily reading passages will be distributed in 
churches, hospitals, military and naval stations, 
In pay envelopes, on store counters, by house to 
house visitation and from neighbor to neighbor. 
V-mail forms on which the passages are listed 
will be forwarded to men and women in the serv- 
le for many of whom homecoming will of neces- 
sity be delayed a year or more. 


The special Bible Reading emphasis had _ its 
orgin two years ago in a letter from a soldier 
to his mother asking that she read a chapter 
from the New Testament each day, he doing like- 
Wise, and that in this way he would feel that some- 
how they would be united. When this letter was 
released by the American Bible Society, the 
infinite possibilities in shared Bible reading by 
men and women in the armed forces and their 
loved ones at home was self evident. The result 
was a Nationwide Bible Reading campaign in 1944 
With passages selected by chaplains and ministers. 

@ eager and widespread response to this cam- 
balgn overflowed national boundaries and _ this 
year will circle the globe.—Excerpts of a Release 
ftom the American Bible Society. 


Two Romances Of Home 


Missions 
By Rev. Leslie H. Patterson“ 


I. Reverend Marvin Compher accepted the call 
of the Bethel Church at Kingsport, Tenn., about 
two years ago. He has more than doubled the 
temporary building in which the church is housed. 
The congregation looks forward with great desire 
and need to a much more modern sanctuary. It 
must be built in the near future, but this new 
church is thinking of others. 


They have gone five miles out on the highway 
and started a Sunday School in a wooded lawn on 
a hilltop. The Sunday School grew to over a hun- 
dred. One of the elders bought a large tract of 
land in order that he might get and give the lot 
that was needed. The ground was leveled; the 
basement of the building constructed. A sub-floor 
was laid, the walls and rafters were erected, and 
the whole covered with a waterproof roof. A Sun- 
day School has met there only a year. Now they 
are planning to finish the building. A beautiful 
permanent building will soon house a well organ- 
ized church of one hundred or more members. 
They will need Emergency Fund help. 


But one such outpost was not enough. Another 
school was started in the yard of another home 
about three miles away. The Sunday School] has 
grown to over a hundred. Recently they pur- 
chased a lot on which to build a church. They plan 
to follow the same building program. 


The New Bethel Church will soon be a mother 
church to two. strong, well-located daughter 
churches. 


The Home Mission Emergency Fund is neces- 
sary to “back” churches with such a vision as this 
one. 


II. A few years ago Dr. and Mrs. Charles A. 
Logan, Foreign Missionaries to Japan, came home 
in the face of war. They could have retired and 
“taken it easy,” or they could have ministered to 
a large church. Dr. Logan wanted to build a 
church on “No man’s foundation.” He started to 
work in September, 1941. Northminster Church 
in Roanoke, Virginia, with over 200 members will 
be a lasting monument to that resolve. 


One year ago Dr. Logan accepted a call to be 
Mission Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church 
of Huntington, W. Va. The Beverly Hills Presby- 
terian Church, organized January 21, 1945, now 
has grown to 110 members. It has a Sunday 
School enrollment of 140, two Auxiliary Circles 
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of 40 members, with Men of the Church and Youth 
Fellowship organized. A new church costing over 
$32,000 is under construction. The auditorium 
will seat 300 people. Another monument to a man 
who wanted to make his life count! 


The Huntington First Church is also building a 
new church at Spring Valley. The new organi- 
zation has 31 charter members. A survey is being 
made for a third new church in_ the Wilshire 
Boulevard district of Huntington. 


How God would bless our Church if other First 
Churches would be willing to colonize and invest 
their surplus in new outpost churches. Our Church 
could be doubled in this decade if we only had 
the vision throughout our Church of Dr. Logan 
and Rev. Andrew Boyd of Huntington First. 


*Director of the 1945 Home Mission Emer- 
gency Fund Campaign. 


Do You Have Other 


Contributions? 


If you have good clothing, bedding, linens, or 
other supplies to contribute to Christians in the 
war-devastated countries, these will be gratefully 
received at either of the addresses below, and will 
assist in restoring the life and functioning of 
churches and church people all across the world. 
Urgent appeals are being received, and must not 
go unanswered, Garments should be clean, mended, 
and in as good shape to wear as if your own 
family were going to use them. 


United Church Service Center, New Windsor, 
Md. Modesto, Calif. 


A Vision Of Christ Found 


In Chapels 
By Rev. Arch. L. MacNair* 


Until 1940 the First Presbyterian Church of 
Alexander City was a home mission church with 
worship services two Sundays a month. Since that 
time its membership has almost tripled and its 
benevolence program has increased almost in exact 
proportion. The increase in membership has been 
of people who were not trained in giving and as 
yet very little support comes from them. The 
people who subscribed twelve hundred dollars in 
1939 for the work of God’s Kingdom are subscrib- 
ing between four and five thousand dollars to- 
day. What is the answer? This Church has found 
a vision of Christ in chapels. 


In 1941 the pastor made a survey of a com- 
munity just outside the city limits. It was too 
far out for the people to come to the city churches, 
and too near in for them to work in the country 
churches. It was a new community made of people 
who had moved in from the country to work in 
the mills and shops. Approximately five hundred 
unchurched people were found, and a great num- 
ber of whom were anxious to have a church. A 
chapel was established. The beginning of this 
project, like many another, was of the simplest 
means. Literature was furnished by Dr. McLaugh- 
lin’s office. A Sunday School was opened in a corn 
crib and met there for five months. The crib was 
made of tin, top and sides, and there was little 
ventilation. In spite of the terrific heat the little 
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FREE to any Evangelical Christian Minister, Sunday 
School or Missionary Superintendent, one copy of “TAKE 


NO THOUGHT” for each family in his congregation 
providing he will agree to give a talk on Tithing before 
distribution. Write stating denomination and number of 
leaflets desired to: TITHER, Box “J,” 710 Title Ingur. 
ance Building, Los Angeles 13, California. 











crib seldom accommodated the crowds. An gli 
organ of the First Church was duly installed jp 
the crib and one of the young people acted a; 
organist. This was in June. In July the pastor held 
a meeting and received twenty new members, |t 
was definitely decided now that a chapel would be 
built. About two hundred yards from this site, 
beautiful and spacious lot was given by a Baptist 
deacon for a Presbyterian Chapel. The following 
Spring the building was completed and dedicated 
to the glory of God in Christ. It was completely 
furnished and free of debt. Since that time the 
First Church has received 71 members on pro. 
fession of faith the greater part of whom came 
through this chapel. This means that more men. 
bers have been received on profession of faith 
in the last five years than the total membership 
of this Church in 1939. 


The challenge of Christ in this community is 
beyond description. A new sub-division with hard 
surfaced roads has been opened in this community 
which comes within a hundred yards to the chapel. 

The second chapel is located nine miles from 
town. The Alexander City Church established a 
chapel here in 1942 in a building which housed a 
one time a good Presbyterian membership. The 
membership was gone and there were no records 
assuring us that the church even existed. It had 
been years since they had had a pastor. One of 
the old families yet remained as members of this 
non-existent church. This old church promises to 
come back into its own. Last summer two of its 
fine young people attended pioneer camp, one of 
whom is planning to give her life in full-time work 
for Christ. 


This Church is now planning to build another 
chapel in Alexander City on the opposite side of 
town from the first chapel. The pastor has made 
the survey and the people are anxious to go Ww 
work. This community has about two hundred peo 
ple and no church whatsoever in which to worship. 
Within a year or so this Church hopes to report 
that this work has resulted in the building of 
chapel and an ingathering of lives for Christ. 


* Alexander City, Ala. 


New Reprints 


Two of our most recent reprints are “A Preack 
er Father’s Letter To His Soldier Son” and “Th 
Great Delusion,” both by Rev. J. Kelly Unger 
D.D., Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of 
West Point, Miss. These are available at 15c pt 
dozen or $1.00 per hundred postpaid. Order from 
—The Southern Presbyterian Journal, Weaver 
ville, N. C. 


Samples Of Reprints Available 


Send 15c in stamps for sample copies of book: 
lets and leaflets which are reprints of ; 
which have appeared in The Southern Presbyter# 
Journal. Order from The Southern Presbyteri# 
Journal, Weaverville, N. C. 
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General Church News 


Meeting Of Presbytery 
Of Western Texas 


The Presbytery of Western Texas held its stated 
fall session in the First Presbyterian Church, San 
Antonio, Tex., October 9-10, 1945, with fifty-one 
ministers and twenty-five ruling elders in atten- 
dance. 


The following officers were elected: Rev. H. 
4, Anderson, Moderator; Rev. Chas. A. Tucker, 
Temporary Clerk; Rev. John H. Newton, Reading 
Clerk; and Rev. A. V. Boand, Press Reporter. 


On invitation of the Presbytery extended at its 
gring meeting and by request of the retiring 
moderator, the opening sermon was preached by 
Dr. Claude H. Pritchard, who spoke on “Buying 
Up The Opportunity” as the purpose of Home 
Missions. 

Other visiting brethren included Dr. Monroe G. 
Everett, president of Trinity University, San An- 
tonio; Rev. Frank Walker, pastor of the Com- 
munity Church, Fulton, Tex.; Rev. A. S. Maxwell, 
former missionary to Brazil, now supplying the 
Port Lavaca church; and Dr. David L. Stitt, re- 
cently elected president of the Austin Theological 
Seminary, who, on request, addressed the Presby- 
tery briefly regarding the seminary. The pres- 
ence of three members of this Presbytery merits 
mention, namely, Chaplains G. Wendell Crofoot 
and Stuart M. Rohre, who have been absent sev- 
eal years while on duty in England and Europe; 
and Rev. Roy F. Cleveland, missionary to Africa 
for thirty-two years, who gave the foreign mis- 
sionary address at this meeting of Presbytery. 
Miss Willodine Gisler, who began her work as 
Presbytery’s Director of Religious Education on 
October 1st, was present and gave a resume of 
her work now in progress and in contemplation. 


A memorial service was held for Rev. Herbert 
McDermott who died at San Antonio, Tex., on 
May 7, 1945, and a committee was appointed to 
prepare a suitable memorial for Rev. Emmet P. 
Day, whose decease occurred at Edinburg, Tex., 
on September 20, 1945. 


The pastoral relation between Rev. Lewis L. 
Wilkins and the Junction church was dissolved, 
and a commission appointed to install Mr. Wilkins 
as pastor of the Rocksprings church to which he 
has been called. Presbytery accepted in full the 
askings of the General Assembly and the Synod 
of Texas, and revised its percentages for the dis- 
tribution of benevolent funds to correspond with 
the amounts to be raised. An overture to the Gen- 
etal Assembly, relative to Sabbath observance, 
was adopted. Following its custom, the Presby- 
tery elected commissioners to the 1946 General 
issembly in order that those elected may have 
time to make arrangements to attend. 


‘The next stated meeting will be held in the 


First Presbyterian Church, Corpus Christi, Tex., 
April 9, 1946. 


—T. H. Pollard, Stated Clerk. 
2 


King College Receives 
Two Bequests 


King College has recently received two be- 
quests which will add materially to its service 


for the Church. From the estate of Mr. I. P. Kane, 
of Gate City, Va., the college received $15,000.00, 
the income from which is to be used as a student 
loan fund, or for general college purposes. From 
the estate of Miss Stella Alexander Dunn, of De- 
Land, Fla., the college received approximately 
$5,000.00. This will be known as the Stella Alex- 
ander Dunn Loan Fund for Christian training. 


Student enrollment, though much less than nor- 
mal, is almost exactly double that of the first 
semester of last year. The men’s dormitory is ap- 
proximately half filled; the dormitory for women 
is more than three-fourths filled, and applications 
already received for 1946-47 will take half of the 
remaining space. 


Short Term Courses At The 
Assembly’s Training School 
CHANGED FROM JANUARY TO JULY 


Church Music Conference Planned 


The January Short Term has drawn many 
Christian workers to the Assembly’s Training 
School each winter for a brief course of study. 
Since the large enrollment of regular students for 
the current session leaves no room in the dormi- 
tory for such special students, the Short Term 


Courses for 1946 have been shifted from January 
to July. 


Such courses as were formerly given in Janu- 
ary and other courses of interest to church work- 
ers, Bible teachers and missionaries will be offered 
during the 1946 Summer Session. Two units are 
planned, for either or both of which students may 
enroll. The tentative dates are: 


First Unit: Four weeks, July 2-30. Second Unit: 
Two weeks, July 31 - August 14. 


A variety of courses will be offered in Bible, 
Religious Education, and kindred subjects—re- 
fresher courses for experienced workers, and valu- 
able training for others. 


It is hoped that many churches will make it 
possible for their directors of religious education, 
secretaries, or volunteer workers to take these 
courses and enjoy the advantages of association 
and conference with other workers. 


There will also be special courses and workshop 
periods for teachers of Bible in public schools, 
under experienced instructors. 


A distinctive feature of the two-weeks unit in 
August will be the Training School’s first Summer 
Conference of Church Music under the direction 
of Professor James R. Sydnor, head of the Train- 
ing School’s Department of Sacred Music. Several 
church musicians of national prominence will be 
invited to serve on the faculty. 


The Conference on Church Music will include 
intensive classes in choral conducting, organ play- 
ing, junior choir work, development of congre- 
gational singing, voice building and the like. Re- 
hearsals of new and usable music of various pub- 
lishers, access to the Union Seminary collection of 
sacred music books, will be some of the advantages 
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offered. Further details will be released in the 
next few months. 


Those interested in any phase of the summer 
session are invited to write to the President, As- 
sembly’s Training School, 3400 Brook Road, Rich- 
mond 22, Virginia, for a copy of the Summer 
School Bulletin, and to send the names and ad- 
dresses of others who may be interested. 

9m 


FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF 
CHARLOTTE CALLS PASTOR 


Rev. Chas. E. S. Craemer, of Leland, Miss., has 
been called by the First Presbyterian Church of 
Charlotte, N. C., to become their Pastor. He is a 
native of Bonham, Tex.; a graduate of Davidson 
College and Louisville Seminary and has held pas- 
torates in Kentucy, Missouri, and Mississippi. 


First Presbyterian Church Of Pensacola, 
Fla., Celebrates Centennial 


The Centennial of the First Presbyterian Church 
of Pensacola, Fla., was observed October 14 
through 21. Inspiring messages were brought by 
Dr. Charles Haddon Nabers, during whose ministry 
the General Assembly met in this Church in 1926; 
Rev. Thomas K. Young, D.D., Moderator of the 
General Assembly; and Dr. Robert J. McMullan, 
President of Center College. 


The Congregation entertained a large number 
at a reception at the Church on October 17. 


We congratulate this great Church and pray 
God’s continued blessings upon her Ministry in 
His Name. 


BIBLE CONFERENCE 


Fort Mill, S. C. The Unity Presbyterian Church 
has just completed a most profitable “Christian 
Life and Bible Conference under the leadership 
of Dr. Joseph M. Gettys, Professor of Bible at the 
Assembly’s Training School. In the morning his 
topic was “The Art of Christian Living’ based on 
the Epistle of James. The evening study “Christ, 
the Hope of Humanity was based on the Gospel 
of Luke. There is a crying need in the Church 
today for a renewed interest in the study of God’s 
Word. It was to this end that this conference was 
— Rev. Samuel P. Bowles is pastor of the 

urch. 


National Temperance 
Movement 


Chicago—Warning that distillers are about to 
make an attempt to break into radio advertising, 
Miss Elizabeth A. Smart, Washington, D. C., re- 
viewed legislative issues concerning temperance 
questions, now before Congress, at the first An- 
nual Meeting of the Executive Committee of the 
National Temperance Movement, held in Chicago, 
October 4th. 


“They plan to start with musical and other 
cultural programs, followed only by the name 
of the distilling company which acts as sponsor,” 
she declared. “These would be followed up with 
some disarming ads, and then when the public is 
thoroughly fooled and accustomed to the sound 
of those voices, they would really ‘go to town’.” 


Action taken by the committee included plans 
for a “National Council on the New Approach to 
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the Alcohol Problem,” a four-day course to fur. 
nish a general view of the alcohol problem look. 
ing toward its solution. Tentative dates set for 
the Council are April 23 - 26, 1946, according 
to the Rev. Herbert H. Parish, Administrative pj. 
rector of the National Temperance Movement. 


Steadily growing interest in this organization 
was indicated by the Rev. Mr. Parish’s annual ro. 
port to the Committee. 


Indications are that people are becoming cop. 
cerned about the liquor situation from the re 
sponse of returned chaplains and servicemen, jn 
an appeal which was made this fall by Rev. Parish 
for twenty-three young men of ability, poise, and 
Christian background, for fulltime service in the 
National Temperance Movement. 


The National Temperance Movement was or. 
ganized in November 1944, to assist existing state 
temperance agencies and temperance-minded indi. 
viduals not connected with a temperance group, 
in discovering areas in which they can cooperate 
to eliminate the beverage use of alcohol. Head. 
quarters are in the Chicago Temple Building, 177 
West Washington Street, Chicago, Illinois. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


THE PILGRIM 


By O. P. Kretzmann, Litt.D. Concordia Pub- 
lishing House, St. Louis 18, Mo. Price, $1.50. 


The moment we opened this book we were in- 
pressed with the author’s chaste style. Something 
of the literary refinement that we find in the 
prose of Ruskin, Stevenson and Newman is evi- 
denced in this book. The author is president of 
Valparaiso University. The contents of this book 
were first in the form of a series of articles pub- 
lished in “The Cresset.” Due to their popularity 
they have been written in this volume to preserve 
in permanent form with the hope that they might 
enjoy a wider influence. One of the meditations 
deals with Good Friday. It is a perfect gold mine. 
Here are a few specimens: “This is our faith... 
Religion without forgiveness is only the ghost of 
religion which haunts the grave of dead faith 
and lost hope . .. No religion, no culture, 1 
philosophy can give answer to the first need of 
man, the need of a hand so strong that it can 
break down the wall of separation between the 
two worlds in which we must live and the nee 
of the heart so great that it can take up its ss 
into itself and still have room for forgiveness... 
Again, “Other men have reached up into the Ur 
known; now God Himself was reaching into the 
Known.” Speaking of the second word from the 
cross, he wrote, “We do not know the story of the 
Penitent Thief .. . like all of us, he had gone 
wrong; unlike most of us he had been caught... 
as all of us must, he saw his life now and # 
last in one piece . . . all that he might have bee! 
and all that he had become ... God gave him th 
last gift of the dying, the full vision of the beg! 
ning and the end . . . out of it as so often sint 
that afternoon came the sweet flower of his 
pentance, ‘Lord, remember me when thou comes 
into thy kingdom’ .. . Now we can be content 1 
wait until our own day fades to its dim evenllf 
. . . His voice will be the music of bells at Ever 
song, no longer from a cross, but from a throm 
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with the warm immediacy and urgency of the 
yeaven nearer than we had dared to hope .. .” We 
cassify this book as first-rate Christian literature. 
jt should help to bring our disturbed world back 
to sanity. —John R. Richardson. 


> 2+ & 
SONGS IN THE NIGHT 


By George Murray, D. D. Published by The 
lavalle Press, Boston, Mass. Price, $1.00. 


Dr. Murray is the distinguished pastor of the 
First United Presbyterian Church of Boston, Mass. 
He is a dauntless preacher of the whole counsel 
of God. In this metropolitan area which is power- 
fully influenced by Roman Catholicism on the one 
hand and Unitarianism on the other, he has been 
proclaiming the great truths of the Reformed 
faith. This little book gives us twelve sermons 
preached by Dr. Murray to his own congregation. 
The messages are presented very much as they 
were delivered orally. He tells us that underlying 
all of them is the conviction that “Our supreme 
ned today is the revival of Bible Christianity.” 
The third message in this series on ‘Religious As- 
sumptions” is a notable piece of pulpit work. Here 
we are reminded, “‘What we suppose Christ to be 
will depend very much on where we get our ideas 
about Him.” After pointing out what poor imi- 
tations many professing Christians are of Christ, 
he states, “The world will get a better conception 
of Jesus Christ by looking away from those who 
profess to follow Him and fix its eyes on Christ 
Himself . . . The world has never yet seen a fully 
sanctified Christian. We have seen some who pro- 
fess absolute sanctification, but a better acquaint- 
ance with them convinces us of a presence in them 
of vestiges and remnants of the old nature.” 


In a penetrating discussion of the “Church of 
the Future,” Dr. Murray insists that the success 
of the church depends in a large measure upon the 
place it gives to the Bible. To use his own words, 
‘The history of the church will seem to prove 
that the power of the church in any age has de- 
pended upon the place which the church has given 
to the Word of God. The Protestant Church in 
its best day accepted the Bible as the infallibly 
inspired Word of God and the only rule and guide 
to faith and practice. Its ministers prefaced their 
messages with a ‘Thus saith the Lord’. In the dark 
ages the Bible was practically lost to the church, 
but was restored by the Reformation. This move- 
ment was an appeal from the word of the fallible 
man to the Word of the infallible Word of God. 
Here lay the secret of spiritual power in the 
church.” We wish we had more space for addition- 
al quotations, but we shall limit ourselves to only 
one more. The author makes this timely obser- 
vation, “The Church must purge itself of its dross, 
ring its worship into conformity to the Scripture 
and demand from its members a separated life. 
This will mean a general exodus in some quarters 
and the chaff will be separated from the wheat, 
but the judgment must begin at the house of God. 
The church will be better off without the chaff.” 
As an example of practical preaching, in the 
highest sense of the term, this book is superb. 
—John R. Richardson. 


> 2 + ee 
THE VICTORY OF THE CROSS 


By George Taylor, Jr. Published by Fleming 
H. Revell Company, New York, N. Y. Price $1.50. 


Every writer brings to his task of authorship 





certain prepossessions. Dr. Taylor recognizes the 
fact that he approached the interpretation of the 
cross with at least two. He writes: “The first is 
a quiet belief that unless Christ be God the con- 
tribution of the cross could have little value in 
focusing the attention of a repentant sinner and 
conveying the help which he needs in squaring his 
life with God. Nothing but deity can arouse in a 
man who is alienated from God and goodness the 
power which he needs to reclaim his birthright. 
The second is an instinctive feeling that the deep- 
er we are able to fathom the human revelation 
of Jesus, the more perfectly we will lay hold of 
His divine power. At least the human Jesus is 
our only point of contact with God in the forgive- 
ness of our sins, and without this fundamental ex- 
perience we can never find our way back to Him.” 


There are seven chapters in this book. One dis- 
cusses our Lord’s experience in Gethsemane. Five 
chapters deal with five of the last sayings on the 
cross. The closing chapter is on “The Hope of the 
Gospel,” and stresses the importance of the Resur- 
rection of Christ. The value of this book is to be 
tound in its suggestiveness. In each chapter there 
are stimulating thoughts which will serve to prime 
homiletical pumps. 


It is regrettable that the author departed from 
the traditional interpretation of Christendom in 
regard to the fourth saying of our Lord on the 
cross. In our judgment this chapter is unconvinc- 
ing. The author wrote, “To me it is unthinkable 
that the Father in whose service He had lived and 
labored and whose Presence had been His secret 
of power should abandon Him in the hour of His 
greatest and severest struggle.” It may be un- 
thinkable to the author but it has not been un- 
thinkable to the greatest interpreters of the Chris- 
tian religion. To our mind, it is unthinkable that 
the Christian Church, under the tutelage of the 
Holy Spirit, has been in error in its interpretation 
of this fourth word from the cross for over 1900 
years. The author will have to produce more evi- 
dence to persuade Christendom that this passage 
has been misinterpreted until the year 1945. Apart 
from this chapter we could recommend this book 
as helpful reading for either minister or layman. 

—John R. Richardson. 


-_~<2. + = _ 
I LOVE BOOKS 


By J. D. Snider. Published by Review — Herald 
Publishing Ass’n, Takoma Park, Washington, D. 
C. Price, $2.50. 


When Charles Evans Hughes was Chief Justice, 
he received an invitation to speak at a very im- 
portant meeting. He replied that he could not do 
so because of a previous engagement. He was 
interrogated in regard to the nature of this un- 
breakable engagement and when forced to reply 
said, “My reading’. Reading should undoubtedly 
be one of our best established habits. St. Paul 
urged Christians to give attention to reading. His- 
torically, the Presbyterian Church was a reading 
church. We must maintain this tradition to be an 
informed church. 


It is not sufficient for us just to read any 
book that comes along or recommended by high- 
pressure advertising. We need to exercise choice 
in our reading. Reading without discrimination 
is a dangerous practice. Bad books do harm just 
as good books will do good. Here is a book we 
can not afford to miss. It will vitalize our reading 
tastes and habits. It shows us that reading is a 
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fine art. There are thirty-eight sections in this 
book and each one is characterized by freshness 
and a positive Christian viewpoint. In each chap- 
ter a. author lures us into a greater hunger for 
truth. 


This book is designed to be of value to young 
people as well as adults. It may be recommended 
especially for young people as it gives many sug- 
gestions on the choice of books, splendid hints 
on how to read and practical insights on how one 
may find more time for reading. 


The author has a great chapter called ‘The 
Book of Books.” In this chapter he avers, “True 
pleasure is not found where most men are seeking 
it. There is a soul hunger that secular reading can 
not satisfy. We have instincts that belong to our 
higher needs and stretch their hands upward and 
forward to God and eternity. We sail upon an 
ocean whose farther bounds are far beyond our 
sight. The Bible marks out for each of us a course 
to sail by. ‘Follow this course’, it says, ‘and you 
will come to harbor; follow the other and your 
voyage will end in shipwreck and disaster’.’”’ Every 
lover of the best in books should order this volume 
without delay. —John R. Richardson. 


——_—._—» ea 


THE TWO-EDGED SWORD 
By Norman F. Langford. Published by West- 
minster Press, Philadelphia, Pa. Price, $2.00. 


THE JOURNEY OF MAN 
By Jan Karel Van Bealen. Published by Wm. B. 
Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, 
Mich. Price, $1.25. 


WHAT OF TOMORROW? 


By Theodore Schaap. Published by Zondervan 
te’ House, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price, 
1.50. 





THE SUPREME POSSESSION 


By G. Ray Jordan. Published by Abingdon- 
Cokesbury Press, Nashville, Tenn. Price, $1.50. 


REPAIRING OUR RELIGION 


By G. Curtis Jones. Published by The Christo- 
pher Publishing House, 1140 Columbus Avenue, 
Boston, Mass. Price, $2.00. 


The Two-Edged Sword is written by one of the 
younger Presbyterian ministers of Canada. He is 
serving at present as pastor of St. John’s Pres- 
byterian Church at Levack, Ontario. Rarely have 
we reviewed a book marked by such striking 
originality. The twenty-one sermons in this volume 
exhibit remarkable spiritual power, and _ extra- 
ordinary skill in expository preaching. In our 
judgment this volume will rank among the very 
best as a model of solid Biblical preaching. Preach- 
ers who stress the social gospel but ignore the 
gospel of salvation through faith in Christ should 
be able to tone up their consciences by reading 
these messages. The author fearlessly points out 
the dark side of the church of today which many 
ignore. He writes, “We have a church that no 
longer knows what it believes about God and sel- 
dom takes time to care. We have a church in which 
people are urged to believe what they choose, and 
to worship God as they like. We have a church 
in which people are encouraged to perjure them- 
selves in baptismal and confirmation vows which 
everybody knows they have not the slightest in- 
tention of keeping. We have a church in which the 
last thing to be preached from the pulpit is Holy 
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Scripture. We have a church in which many mip. 
isters and members suppose that God is to be 
found in nature, music, art and poetry, and there. 
fore they never find Him at all. We have a church 
in which redemption has been emptied of its megp. 
ing because people are incited to believe in the, 
own righteousness and to scorn the doctrine of de. 
pravity and origina] sin.” The author is corre 
in stating that such a church, no matter how voeg| 
its pretentions, is unable to really put up a good 
fight for social justice and world peace. Again we 
agree with the author when he writes, “What the 
world needs today is not so much a church that 
makes its living by repeating what everybody 
knows about war and social injustice, but a church 
that will tell it what is meant by being reconciled 
to God in Jesus Christ.” This is a great book 
well worth reading and pondering. 


Dr. Van Baalen in The Journey Of Man gives 1s 
ten sermons based upon certain fundamental 
truths which we are in danger of neglecting. The 
theme of his book is that man must remember 
amid the turmoil of earthly conflicts and absorb. 
ing interests that he does not live his brief span 
of three score years and ten and then disappear, 
but that he is travelling toward another and more 
abiding home. Because of this salient fact man 
should make sure of his direction. In making this 
journey he needs Jesus Christ the ever present 
God who can help him on this perilous journey 
and save him unto a life of loving service. These 
messages should be of great help to the careless 
and the drifting as well as the discouraged and 
the lonely. The author was born in the Nether. 
lands and educated at Kampen and Princeton. He 
is a minister in the Christian Reformed Church 
in North America. He is the author of several 
popular books and this one is a notable addition 
to his authorship. It is a fine example of high 
class Reformed preaching. 


What Of Tomorrow? is by the pastor of Grace 
Reformed Church in Grand Rapids, Mich. We are 
offered fourteen sermons in this volume. Five 
of these sermons are for special days, such as New 
Year, Easter, Christmas and a sermon on Church 
Music. Four sermons are evangelistic. The last five 
messages are on the Christian life. Most of these 
sermons are well grounded in the Scripture. A 
number of them contain excellent exegesis. They 
make interesting reading and we feel that laymen 
would be interested in these messages, as well as 
ministers. The author’s style is clear-cut and 
definite. We offer this sample, “Faith’s first act 
is to believe in a Redeemer. Faith’s second act is 
to believe in the Redeemer. Faith’s third act is to 
believe in my Redeemer.” Here is another Dutch- 
man that knows how to preach the Christian mes 
sage. 


The Supreme Possession by G. Ray Jordan con 
tains fifteen interesting sermons. They are de 
signed to feature evangelism. He states that the 
supreme possession is to possess and to be posse 
by Christ, even as Paul was. The author is the 
pastor of a large Methodist Church and his me 
sages are Arminian in their theological emphasis. 
His style is simple and lively. There are maty 
choice illustrations in this book and though ! 
contains little preaching that could rightfully b 
construed as expository the topics are interesting 
and should be appealing to the average person. 


Repairing Our Religion is written by a mir 
ister who is now pastor of the First Christial 
Church, Washington, N. C. We observe the distin 
tive point of view of his denomination in seve 
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of his sermons, but for the most part they repre- 
ent the main stream of evangelical Christianity. 
There is an especially good sermon in this book 
on the subject “Tipping or Tithing?” The author 
answers the critics who state that tithing is 
abolished in the New Testament by saying that 
“Christ declared that He came not to destroy the 
law and the prophets but to fulfill.” He admits 
that tithing was a Jewish law, but insists that 
Jesus no where abolished it, but broadened it in 
teaching and practice. He raises this pertinent 
question. “If our Saviour taught the second mile 
principle of life, how can one go the second mile 
in Christian standards until he has gone the first? 
The first mile is tithing. Jesus never lowered the 
(ld Testament standards. He raised them.” Again 
he observes, “If there is anything more Biblical 
than tithing we have yet to find it. Tithing is men- 
tioned in the Bible far more times than baptism.” 


When we review these five books of Christian 
sermons as a whole there are two conclusions we 
are compelled to draw. The first is, they are far 
above the average preaching to be found in Pro- 
testant Churches of today. The second conclusion 
is the appeal is primarily to the Christian and for 
the major part the non-Christian is ignored. What 
Of Tomorrow? is the exception. There should be 
more sermons with a specific appeal to the out- 
sider to have faith in Christ, repent of sin and be 
reconciled to God. We would like to see more 
passion for the lost and a pleading note in modern 
preaching. We are keenly disappointed to observe 
hw many modern sermons fail to emphasize the 
oe thing needful. No matter how pleasing or at- 
tractive a volume of sermons may be, they are 
deficient if they do not include a definite appeal 
to sinners to “behold the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the world.” 

—John R. Richardson. 


Soldier Meets Donor Whose 
Blood Saved Life 


Now tells us that the phone rang late one eve- 
ning at the home of Mrs. Hazel H. Otto, of Alham- 
bra, California. 


“Mrs. Otto,” a voice asked, “did you give a pint 
of blood to the Red Cross last December 14th?” 


Mrs. Otto hesitated, recollecting the occasion, 


and then said: “Yes, as a matter of fact I did. 
Who is this?” 


“This is Capt. Richard Hamilton, public _re- 
lations officer at the Birmingham General Hos- 
pital, at Van Nuys, Cal.”, the voice replied over 
the telephone. “I’m sorry to be calling you so late, 
but a patient has just arrived here who wants to 
meet you. 


“That pint of blood you gave last December 
was flown as whole blood to Leyte Island, in the 
Philippines. A young sergeant lost his leg there 
4% a result of wounds, but your pint of blood saved 
his life. He wants to thank you, but he leaves 
early in the morning for the east coast.” 


Mrs, Otto was stunned. “Why, that’s wonder- 
ful!” she cried over and over. “Of course I want 
to see him. It will be a privilege.” 


An hour later two Americans wept unashamed- 
. The tears were those of sincere appreciation. 
its. Otto and Staff Sgt. George T. Bruce, 19, of 
s lf, W. Va., embraced each other and cried. 
Iam so grateful I could help,” Mrs. Otto said. 


“It is so little to do for the boys who are fighting 
for us.” 


Set. Bruce could say nothing. 


It is a rare occurrence when a soldier meets 
the person whose blood saved his life on the 
battlefield. So rare, in fact, that Sgt. Bruce is 
probably the first man in the United States to 
enjoy the privilege. 


While the majority of blood donations are 
mixed for plasma, whole blood goes into individual 
containers which are labeled with the donors’ 
names. Such was the case with Mrs. Otto’s do- 
nations, given on her ninth trip to the blood bank. 


Just before the bottle containing Mrs. Otto’s 
blood was landed on Leyte, Sgt. Bruce was fight- 
ing for his life against terrific odds. He and his 
squad were on patrol duty when Japs trapped 
them. Bruce, with two of his buddies, was cover- 
ing the withdrawal] of his group when 15 slugs hit 
him in the left leg. 


Medical corpsmen carried him to a nearby field 
hospital, where the leg was amputated. When he 
regained consciousness after the operation a doctor 
handed him the tag from a blood container. 


“It was this woman’s blood which saved your 
life, son,” he said to Sgt. Bruce. 


Clutching the tag, the Yank muttered through 
clenched teeth: “I’m going to keep this.. Maybe 
some day I can thank her for saving my life.” 


There is a host which no man can number, out 
of all nations, and kindreds and people, and 
tongues, who owe their life to One who gave His 
blood for them. This Donor is the Lord Jesus 
Christ. His blood was poured out on the cross 
of Calvary in expiation of the guilt of many 
transgressors of God’s holy commandments. The 
life thus bestowed upon those who believe in Him 
as their Lord and Saviour is spiritual and eternal 
life. Brought by His compassion and grace to the 
enjoyment of the bliss of Heaven those who are 
saved will shout in grateful chorus: “Thou, O 
Christ, art worthy . . . for thou wast slain, and 
hast redeemed us to God by thy blood.” 


May it be given to every reader to enter into 
the benefit imparted by the sacrifice of Christ, 
truly to trust in Him, thus to have life by Him. 

—The Home Evangel. 


——————- 2 
Christmas Gift Suggestion 


May we suggest The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal as a gift of lasting value and at a mod- 
erate price. A year’s subscription insures a semi- 
monthly reminder of your thoughtfulness, but 
more than that, The Journal carries the news of 
eternal life which is able to make men wise unto 
salvation and bring them up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord. 


An attractive announcement card goes to each 
one who is to receive The Journal as a Christmas 
Gift. These will be mailed out around December 
15 unless we are otherwise instructed by the 
donor. We suggest that you sit down immediately 
and print plainly the names and addresses, includ- 
ing zone numbers, of al] those to whom you want 
to give The Journal this year, and get them off to 
to us right away. 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal Co. 


Weaverville . North Carolina 
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Now that peace has come, the way is open 
once more for missionary work in many 
lands—work that has been curtailed or 
closed down entirely during the war. Chris- 
tian people will see that this work is re- 
sumed at once, and that it is adequately 
financed. 


Our Foreign Missions Committee invites your 
attention to five specific ways in which YOU 
can participate in the spreading of Chris- 
tianity in foreign lands: 


1. You can include a bequest to Foreign 
Missions in your will. 


2. You can create a memorial fund, the 
interest from which will be a contribu- 
tion each year to Foreign Missions. 


3. You can make Foreign Missions the 
beneficiary of one of your life insurance 
policies. 


4. You can give Foreign Missions your 
idle jewelry, gold and silver, to be con- 
verted into cash. 


5. You can purchase a life annuity, 
either for yourself, for another, or 
jointly, and in the same transaction do- 
nate the amount of your purchase to 
Foreign Missions. 


For Full Particulars Regarding Any 
Of These Plans Write 


Curry B. Hearn . Treasurer 


Executive Committee Of 
Foreign Missions 

Presbyterian Church In 
The United States 

Nashville 1, Tenn. 


P. O. Box 330 
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BOOKS BY L. T. WILDS 


THE HOLY SPIRIT 
Our Spiritual Mother 


Believing that the supreme need of the 
Church today is a return to the Holy Spirit, 
giving Him the place that He had in the New 
Testament Church, the author here sets forth 
a study of the Holy Spirit and the Spirit's 
vital relationship to Christians and His gra- 
cious work in and through them. This little 
book will be helpful to many in its simple 
study and its clear, brief, non-technical pre- 
sentation. Paper, 75c. 


Why Good People Suffer 


“Few studies of this oft-perplexing subject 
answer so many honest questions and are 
more Christ-honoring than this booklet.” 
Sunday School Times. All who suffer and all 
who are concerned about the suffering of 
others will welcome its comforting message. 
Paper, 35c. 


BUY ABOVE BOOKS FROM 


Presbyterian Book Stores 
Richmond 9, Va. — Dallas 1, Tex. 
































Christmas Joy Gifts 
—1945— 


The JOY GIFT, which you give in De- 
cember, will bring JOY throughout the com- 
ing months to the 479 homes on the roll of 
Ministerial Relief. 


One member of the Ministerial Relief 
Family writes: 


“That regular monthly check does 
mean so much; it is something one can 
depend upon with certainty. It brings 
blessings and good cheer the year 
around.” 


WNTVAIUN 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN 
THE UNITED STATES 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
AND MINISTERIAL RELIEF 


Wade H. Boggs . Exec. Secretary 
Wm. H. Hopper . Treasurer 


410 Urban Bldg. Louisville 2, Ky. 
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